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ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 7:22 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 5117. An act to exempt persons with
disabilities from the prohibition against pro-
viding section 8 rental assistance to college
students.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 860. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of the reversionary interest of the
United States in certain lands to the Clint
Independent School District, E1 Paso Coun-
ty, Texas; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

H.R. 4962. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 100 Pitcher Street in Utica, New York, as
the ‘“‘Captain George A. Wood Post Office
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

The following concurrent resolutions
were read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 435. Concurrent resolution
congratulating Israel’s Magen David Adom
Society for achieving full membership in the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Federation, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

H. Con. Res. 438. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that con-
tinuation of the welfare reforms provided for
in the Personal Responsibility and Work Op-
portunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 should
remain a priority; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

——————

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, July 19, 2006, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S. 3504. An act to amend the Public Health
Service Act to prohibit the solicitation or
acceptance of tissue from fetuses gestated
for research purposes, and for other pur-
poses.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-347. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Hawaii
relative to the authorization and appropria-
tion of funds to allow all members of the
armed forces reserve component to access
the TRICARE program; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 147

Whereas, Army National Guard members
are fulfilling commitments in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, Bosnia, and the Sinai, with members of
the Hawaii Army National Guard having re-
cently served in Iraq and Afghanistan; and

Whereas, presently almost half of all serv-
ice personnel deployed in Iraq are members
of the reserve components of the United
States armed forces, including members of
the National Guard and Army, Navy, Air
Force, and Marine Corps Reserves; and
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Whereas, under present law, for every nine-
ty day period on active duty, a member of
the reserve component receives one year of
cost-share TRICARE health benefits if the
member agrees to serve that year with a re-
serve component; and

Whereas, while well-intentioned, this
measure does not go far enough to solve the
problem of medical readiness that exists in
the reserve component and can affect the
mobilization and deployment of intact re-
serve component units; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the Twenty-third
Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular
Session of 2006, the House of Representatives
concurring, that the Congress of the United
States is urged to authorize and appropriate
funds to allow all members of the reserve
component to access TRICARE health ben-
efit coverage on a cost-share basis, without
restrictions; and be it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to the
President of the United States Senate, the
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, the Secretary of Defense, mem-
bers of Hawaii’s congressional delegation,
the Governor, and the Adjutant General.

POM-348. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
taking such actions as are necessary to re-
quire a minimum time period for a business
to refund an unauthorized overcharge on a
debit card; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 208

Whereas, businesses across the Nation en-
gage in the unfair trade practice of over-
charging a debit cardholder’s account for
more than the sales price of goods or services
without the cardholder’s knowledge and con-
sent; and

Whereas, this practice causes financial
harm to debit cardholders by the assessment
of overdraft fees and inability to access
funds depleted by the overcharged amount;
and

Whereas, legislation requiring a minimum
time period for refunds by businesses who
overcharge a debit cardholder’s account
without permission should be enacted: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to require a minimum time period for
refunds by businesses who overcharge a debit
cardholder’s account without permission;
and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM-349. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
urging and requesting the attorney general
and the legislative auditor to continue to
pursue all options necessary to permit the
state to have an accurate accounting of as-
sistance for which the state is required to
pay a portion of the costs and urging and re-
questing the Louisiana congressional delega-
tion to support such efforts; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 170

Whereas, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency has requested a combined pay-
ment of almost one hundred fifty-six million
dollars for the state’s twenty-five percent
share of the six hundred twenty-three mil-
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lion dollars spent through November 30, 2005,
for Other Needs Assistance to one hundred
eighty-one thousand Louisiana citizens af-
fected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; and

Whereas, 44 CFR 206.16 requires the FEMA
associate director or regional director to
conduct audits and investigations as nec-
essary to assure compliance with the Staf-
ford Act and, for purposes of such audits and
investigations, authorizes FEMA or state
auditors, the governor’s authorized rep-
resentative, the regional director, the asso-
ciate director, and the comptroller general
of the United States, or their duly author-
ized representatives to inspect any books,
documents, papers, and records of any person
relating to any activity undertaken or fund-
ed under the Stafford Act; and

Whereas, Attorney General Charles Foti
and Legislative Auditor Steve Theriot sent
letters dated February 7, 2006, and February
17, 2006, requesting pursuant to 44 CFR 216.16,
206.62(b), and 206.64, source documentation
which will allow the legislative auditor to
glve assurance to the leaders of the state of
Louisiana that these monies are, in fact,
owing, and due: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby urge and request the attorney
general and the legislative auditor to con-
tinue to pursue all options necessary to per-
mit the state to have an accurate accounting
of assistance for which the state is required
to pay a portion of the costs and to urge and
request the Louisiana congressional delega-
tion to support such efforts; be it further

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby urge and request the members of
the Louisiana congressional delegation to
support the efforts of the attorney general
and the legislative auditor to permit the
state to have an accurate accounting of
money the Federal Emergency Management
Agency claims the state owes; be, it further

Resolved, That copies of this Resolution be
transmitted to the attorney general, the leg-
islative auditor, each member of the Lou-
isiana congressional delegation, and the act-
ing director of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

POM-350. A concurrent memorial adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Arizona relative to rejecting attempts to
lower the mortgage index deduction in the
Internal Revenue Code; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

SENATE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL NO. 1003

Whereas, it has been the federal tax policy
since the inception of the Internal Revenue
Code to encourage home ownership; and

Whereas, the real estate industry gen-
erates 15 to 18 per cent of the gross domestic
product, and the housing market has been
the most vibrant sector of our state and na-
tional economies in the past five years, fuel-
ing much of the 2001-2002 economic recovery;
and

Whereas, home ownership in Arizona and
the United States is at record levels with
more than 70 percent of families owning
their own homes; and

Whereas, homes are the foundations of our
culture, the basis for our community life and
the bedrock value of the American dream;
and

Whereas, with a low national savings rate
and the impending retirement of the baby
boom generation, home ownership and its re-
sulting equity growth is in itself a method of
savings and capital formation and should be
encouraged; and

Whereas, the capital invested in housing
and the equity it generates should be pre-
served for families and is generally the
prime savings choice for lower and middle
income Americans; and

Whereas, real estate and home ownership
is almost always acquired with debt of some
sort; and
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Whereas, the current $1 million cap on
mortgage indebtedness as a measure of al-
lowable mortgage interest deductions was
adopted nearly 20 years ago in 1987 and has
not been indexed for inflation; and

Whereas, the Tax Reform Act of 1986 pro-
vided ample evidence that when the tax ben-
efits associated with real estate ownership
are curtailed, the value of real estate de-
clines; and

Whereas, the President’s Advisory Panel
on Tax Reform has suggested lowering the
cap on mortgage interest deductions; and

Whereas, any change in lowering the mort-
gage cap would cause a government-created
collapse of housing prices, wiping out equity
and wealth for millions of working families
across this nation; and

Whereas, any change in lowering the mort-
gage cap would create a further barrier to
home ownership for young families by dimin-
ishing the savings families could have in
their homes and would lead to a decline in
the homeownership rate.

Wherefore your memorialist, the Senate of
the State of Arizona, the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring, prays:

1. That the United States Congress reject
any attempt to lower the mortage index de-
duction in the Internal Revenue Code.

2. That the United States Congress enact
legislation raising the current mortgage cap
and index it for inflation.

3. That the Secretary of State of the State
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial
to the President of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives and each Member of Con-
gress from the State of Arizona.

POM-351. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Louisiana relative to providing funding
for local housing authorities located in
Vermilion Parish which were impacted by
Hurricane Rita; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 74

Whereas, the parish of Vermilion was sev-
erally impacted by the devastation and de-
struction inflicted by Hurricane Rita; and

Whereas, the availability of safe and secure
housing remains the greatest need for resi-
dents impacted by the hurricane; and

Whereas, in many areas of Vermilion Par-
ish, nearly 100 percent of the available public
housing units were either destroyed or ren-
dered unlivable; and

Whereas, in addition to those areas which
were directly impacted by the devastation
caused by Hurricane Rita, numerous other
communities in Vermilion Parish have been
indirectly impacted as Louisiana residents
have relocated and are in search of safe, se-
cure, and affordable housing; and

Whereas, the shortage of such public hous-
ing is an immediate need that must be ad-
dressed prior to the start of the 2006 hurri-
cane season; and

Whereas, in order to meet these housing
needs, additional federal funds must be ap-
propriated in order to construct and repair
public housing units located in Vermilion
Parish; and

Whereas, public housing authorities lo-
cated in Vermilion Parish are poised to pur-
chase additional property in order to locate
and construct essential housing for the citi-
zens of Liouisiana; and

Whereas, the Congress of the United States
must immediately address the significant
public housing shortage being experienced by
the parish of Vermilion: Therefore be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
memorializes the Congress of the United
States to provide funding for local housing
authorities located in Vermilion Parish
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which were impacted by Hurricane Rita; and
be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana delegation
to the United States Congress.

POM-352. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Louisiana relative to reconsidering the de-
cision to exclude Plaquemines Parish from
the federal plan to invest $2.5 billion for
levee re-enhancement in south Louisiana; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 83

Whereas, as the southernmost land area of
Louisiana, Plaquemines Parish creates a cor-
ridor surrounding the Mississippi River as it
flows to the Gulf of Mexico and the peninsula
of saltwater marshes and estuaries forms the
rich delta of the river; and

Whereas, Plaguemines Parish is the oper-
ational center for the offshore oil and gas in-
dustry, its port and harbor terminal district
is sought after as the coal exporting capital
of Louisiana, and the area provides a sub-
stantial portion of the state’s shrimping in-
dustry, the nation’s largest, and its commer-
cial fishing is second only to Alaska; and

Whereas, the parish’s location and geo-
graphical structure are vital to Louisiana
and the nation as a buffer for tropical storms
and hurricanes as without Plaquemines Par-
ish, Hurricane Katrina would have advanced
directly into New Orleans with no protec-
tion; and

Whereas, Hurricane Katrina washed away
57 square miles of the Plaquemines coastline,
destroyed barrier islands that once protected
the region from storms, and severely dam-
aged levees on both east and west banks of
the parish; and

Whereas, while Katrina-damaged Ilevees
will be ‘“‘repaired,” President Bush has an-
nounced he will not seek the $1.6 billion
needed to ‘‘upgrade’ levees in the southern
half of Plaquemines Parish and it has been
proposed to exclude Plaquemines Parish
from the $2.5 billion levee re-enhancement in
south Louisiana pending further study on
cost effectiveness; and

Whereas, the Legislature of Louisiana op-
poses this exclusion and urges the reconsid-
eration of all of Plaquemines Parish as a top
priority in the proposed levee upgrades for
south Louisiana: therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
memorializes the Congress of the United
States to reconsider the decision to exclude
Plagquemines Parish from the federal plan to
invest $2.5 billion for levee re-enhancement
in south Louisiana; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana delegation
to the United States Congress.

POM-353. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
taking such actions as are necessary to ex-
tend Louisiana’s seaward boundary in the
Gulf of Mexico to twelve geographical miles;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 205

Whereas, Louisiana’s seaward boundary in
the Gulf of Mexico has been judicially deter-
mined to be three geographical miles, and
the United States has jurisdiction outside of
three geographical miles; and

Whereas, Congress has the power to amend
the Submerged Lands Act of 1953 to provide
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that Louisiana’s seaward boundary extends
twelve geographical miles into the Gulf of
Mexico; and

Whereas, Louisiana acts as a significant
energy corridor vital to the entire United
States and provides intersections of oil and
natural gas intrastate and interstate pipe-
line networks, which serve as references for
futures markets, such as the Henry Hub for
natural gas, the St. James Louisiana Light
Sweet Crude Oil, and the Mars Sour Crude
0Oil contracts; and

Whereas, Louisiana provides storage for
the nation’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve
and is the home of the nation’s major import
terminal for foreign oil, known as the Lou-
isiana Offshore Oil Port; and

Whereas, Louisiana and its coastal wet-
lands provide access to nearly thirty-four
percent of the United States natural gas sup-
ply and nearly twenty-nine percent of the
United States oil supply; and

Whereas, the United States’ economic
growth depends on access to stable supplies
of 0il and natural gas; and

Whereas, Louisiana ranks first in crude oil
production, including the outer continental
shelf production, and ranks second in nat-
ural gas production, including the outer con-
tinental shelf production; and

Whereas, in 2001, the state of Louisiana re-
ceived only one-half of one percent of the
federal oil and gas revenues from its coast;
and

Whereas, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
have shown that the loss of vital oil and gas
infrastructure in Louisiana and the Gulf of
Mexico has an immediate and direct impact
upon the economy and well-being of the en-
tire country and its citizens; and

Whereas, the hurricanes shut-in approxi-
mately fifty-three percent of the daily oil
production in the Gulf of Mexico and shut-in
approximately forty-seven percent of the
daily gas production in the Gulf of Mexico;
and

Whereas, for the time period of August 26,
2005, through November 3, 2005, the cumu-
lative shut-in of oil production was approxi-
mately fourteen percent of the yearly oil
production in the Gulf of Mexico, and the cu-
mulative shut-in of gas production was ap-
proximately eleven percent of the yearly gas
production in the Gulf of Mexico; and

Whereas, due to Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, Louisiana has suffered loss of life and
tremendous devastation to its economy, its
citizens, infrastructure, and coastal land-
scape; and

Whereas, the state has provided ten mil-
lion dollars from our Rapid Response Fund
for short-term, interest-free loans to strug-
gling businesses and granted the full Interim
Emergency Fund in the amount of sixteen
million dollars to local governments in order
for the governments’ vital services to oper-
ate; and

Whereas, Louisiana has paid out approxi-
mately three hundred million dollars in un-
employment benefits to hurricane-affected
employees; and

Whereas, Louisiana has established a
Rainy Day Fund that is worth approximately
four hundred sixty million dollars, and the
state is in the process of using at least one-
third of this fund to balance the state budg-
et; and

Whereas, in this regular session the Lou-
isiana Legislature along with the governor
are considering other options for balancing
the budget, increasing revenues, and funding
the massive cleanup, rebuilding, and restora-
tion of southern Louisiana; and

Whereas, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
turned approximately one hundred square
miles of southeast Louisiana coastal wet-
lands into open water and destroyed more
wetlands east of the Mississippi River in one
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month than experts estimated would be lost
in over forty-five years; and

Whereas, monies are desperately needed to
fund the state’s cleanup, rebuilding, and res-
toration of southern Louisiana; and

Whereas, the state of Louisiana and its
citizens are in a financial crisis; and

Whereas, in order to rebuild the state of
Louisiana and protect its citizens, the state
needs a significant, consistent, and ongoing
stream of revenue: and

Whereas, the extension of Louisiana’s sea-
ward boundary into the Gulf of Mexico for
twelve geographical miles will provide such
stream of revenue; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to extend Louisiana’s seaward bound-
ary in the Gulf of Mexico to twelve geo-
graphical miles; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM-354. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Kansas relative to urg-
ing the federal government to lift the mora-
torium on offshore drilling for oil and nat-
ural gas; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION No. 5030

Whereas, policies of the federal govern-
ment have placed much of the coastal Outer
Continental Shelf off limits to oil and nat-
ural gas production; and Whereas, develop-
ment of oil and natural gas resources, where
allowed off our shores, has coexisted for dec-
ades with recreational and commercial ac-
tivities while benefiting the entire nation;
and

Whereas, Offshore oil and natural gas oper-
ations have a long history of environ-
mentally sensitive and safe performance; and

Whereas, offshore development of oil and
natural gas has provided needed supplies of
American energy, generated substantial
local, state and federal revenues and created
thousands of jobs and economic develop-
ment; and

Whereas, America’s increased dependence
on foreign energy supplies and global com-
petition for oil and natural gas will create a
threat to our national security; and

Whereas, the nation’s farming and ranch-
ing sector depend on a reliable and afford-
able supply of energy to run equipment, fer-
tilize crops and transport products to mar-
ket; and

Whereas, the Economic Research Service
of the United States Department of Agri-
culture estimates that farmers’ fuel expenses
for 2005 will have exceeded their 2004 fuel ex-
penses by 41 percent, and higher energy
prices mean increased costs to farmers and
ranchers, who already face tremendous eco-
nomic challenges; and

Whereas, the fertilizer industry depends on
natural gas, and since 2002, 36 percent of the
U.S. fertilizer industry has been shut down
or mothballed and the industry has been
forced to move production to other coun-
tries, creating a threat to our food security;
and

Whereas, the Energy Information Adminis-
tration of the United States Department of
Energy projects that the average residential
customer this winter will spend approxi-
mately 48 percent more on natural gas than
last winter, creating a serious hardship for
those who lived on a fixed or limited income,
especially senior citizens; and
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Whereas, today, the Outer Continental
Shelf represents one of the brightest spots in
terms of potential United States energy re-
sources: now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives of
the State of Kansas, the Senate concurring
therein: That the State of Kansas urges the
Minerals Management Service of the United
States Department of Interior to include all
Outer Continental Shelf planning areas in its
proposed five-year plan for 2007 through 2012
and approve the broadest possible plan for
offshore development; and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of State is di-
rected to send enrolled copies of this resolu-
tion to the United States Secretaries of
Commerce, Interior and Energy, and to the
administrators of the Minerals Management
Service, Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, and to the President and
Congressional leadership, and to each mem-
ber of the Kansas congressional delegation.

POM-355. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the General Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania relative to providing
funding to the National Park Service to ex-
pedite repairs of damage caused by van-
dalism at Gettysburg National Military Park
and urging the National Park Service to
work with Federal, State and local law en-
forcement officials to apprehend and pros-
ecute to the fullest extent available under
statute the perpetrators of the vandalism; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

SENATE RESLUTION No. 232

Whereas, on February 15, 2006, unknown in-
dividuals vandalized three Civil War monu-
ments and stole a 120-year-old sword at the
Gettysburg National Military Park; and

Whereas, the individuals desecrated the
monument for the 4th New York Battery,
also known as ‘‘Smith’s Battery,” which was
dedicated on July 2, 1888; and

Whereas, a bronze statue of a Zouave in-
fantryman was pulled from the pedestal of
the 114th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry
Monument, which was dedicated on July 2,
1886; and

Whereas, the top stone and sculpture of the
11th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry
Monument, dedicated on October 8, 1885, was
dislodged and its sword taken; and

Whereas, the Battle of Gettysburg on July
1 through 3, 1863, represents a pivotal point
in the history of the United States in which
thousands of men lost their lives and the re-
unification of our nation was ultimately en-
sured; and

Whereas, in the cemetery of Gettysburg,
President Abraham Lincoln delivered one of
the most historic and enduring speeches in
American history; and

Whereas, the Gettysburg National Military
Park and its cemetery, monuments and me-
morials are a treasured and sanctified land-
mark for the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and the nation, honoring the men who
fought valorously and who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice; and

Whereas, the acts of vandalism are a mali-
cious and heinous attack on the sanctity of
the Gettysburg National Military Park and
the memory of the men who fought there;
therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania memorialize the
Congress of the United States to provide
funding to the National Park Service to ex-
pedite repairs of damage caused by van-
dalism at Gettysburg National Military Park
and urge the National Park Service to work
with Federal, State and local law enforce-
ment officials to apprehend and prosecute to
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the fullest extent available under statute the
perpetrators of the vandalism; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, to the presiding officers of each
house of Congress and to each member of
Congress from Pennsylvania.

POM-356. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
taking such actions as are necessary to pro-
vide hurricane tidal flood protection to
south Louisiana, including the United States
Army Corps of Engineers to evaluate both
federal and nonfederal tidal levees in south
Louisiana, to consider adding nonfederal
tidal levees into the federal program, and to
fully fund upgrading hurricane tidal flood
protection in south Louisiana; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 182

Whereas, as a result of the massive flood-
ing suffered by the citizens in Orleans,
Plaquemines, and St. Bernard parishes due
to the overtopping of levees and levee
breaches during Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, the issue and challenge of providing
hurricane tidal flood protection for south
Louisiana has gotten the attention of the na-
tion; and

Whereas, not only were Orleans,
Plaquemines, and St. Bernard parishes flood-
ed as a result of the hurricane tidal surge,
massive flooding was also prevalent in small-
er communities in Terrebonne and Lafourche
parishes; and

Whereas, the United States Army Corps of
Engineers is focusing its attention on repair-
ing the federal levees which breached during
the 2005 hurricane season; however, there is
also a system of nonfederal tidal levees,
which offers a level of protection to the citi-
zens of south Louisiana and which needs to
be assessed, and in some cases, needs to be
strengthened; and

Whereas, nonfederal tidal levees have long
been a concern of the local citizens of small-
er communities of this state since local and
state funds to repair and strengthen such
levees have fallen well short of the need; and

Whereas, nonfederal tidal levees are a val-
uable asset for citizens in south Louisiana
because in many cases this system of levees
is the only hurricane tidal flood protection
these citizens enjoy; and

Whereas, since the state suffered such mas-
sive flooding as a result of the 2005 hurricane
season, the need for a greater, more com-
prehensive hurricane tidal flood protection
system for south Louisiana has never been
more urgent; and

Whereas, the United States Army Corps of
Engineers should evaluate both federal and
nonfederal tidal levees in south Louisiana
and should consider including nonfederal
tidal levees in the federal program in order
to provide comprehensive hurricane tidal
flood protection for all of south Louisiana;
and

Whereas, in order to avoid the costs of re-
building entire communities, the federal
government should consider fully funding
the costs of repairing and upgrading the
level of hurricane tidal flood protection for
south Louisiana: therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to provide hurricane tidal flood pro-
tection to south Louisiana, including requir-
ing the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers to evaluate both federal and nonfederal
tidal levees in south Louisiana, to consider
adding nonfederal tidal levees into the fed-
eral program, and to fully fund upgrading
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hurricane tidal flood protection in south
Louisiana; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM-357. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of New
Jersey relative to requesting that Rutgers,
the State University, assist the Governor’s
“Flood Mitigation Task Force’ in examining
and determining the causes and solutions to
help reduce flooding along the Delaware
River, especially in Trenton; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 29

Whereas, from Friday April 1, 2005 through
Sunday April 5, 2005, a major storm depos-
ited four inches of rain on New Jersey, caus-
ing heavy main stream and river flooding,
and prompting the Governor to declare a
state of emergency; and

Whereas, an estimated 3,500 homes were af-
fected by the flooding, with at least 5,600
people evacuated; and

Whereas, the April 2005 flood marks the
third major flood in less than a year for New
Jersey communities, emphasizing a strong
need to establish safeguards for the areas
most affected by the flooding; and

Whereas, the Governor has announced the
creation of the ‘‘Flood Mitigation Task
Force” to study and implement measures to
reduce the impacts of flooding in New Jersey
communities; and

Whereas, the members of the task force in-
clude the Commissioner of the Department
of Environmental Protection, the Chair of
the Department of Geography of Rutgers
University, public and elected officials, and
academic experts; and

Whereas, the task force will consult with
the State climatologist, the Office of Emer-
gency Management and the United States
Geological Survey on ways to manage flood-
ing; and

Whereas, it is in the best interest of the
State to request the additional assistance of
Rutgers, the State University, in deter-
mining the fundamental causes of the recent
flooding in Trenton, New Jersey, as well as
solutions to reduce flooding along the Dela-
ware River in the future: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Senate of the State of New
Jersey:

1. This Senate resolution requests that
Rutgers, the State University, assist the
Governor’s ‘‘Flood Mitigation Task Force”
in determining the fundamental causes of
the recent flooding in Trenton, New Jersey,
as well as solutions to reduce flooding along
the Delaware River in the future.

2. Duly authenticated copies of this resolu-
tion, signed by the President of the Senate
and attested by the Secretary thereof, shall
be transmitted to the Vice President of the
United States, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the major-
ity and minority leaders of the United States
Senate and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, and each member of Congress
elected from this State.

POM-358. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Louisiana relative to immediately author-
izing the Morganza to the Gulf Hurricane
Protection Project, and urging and request-
ing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to in-
clude such recommendation in its pending
interim report to Congress; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 72

Whereas, an interim report being prepared

by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as part
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of the Category 5 Hurricane Protection
Study will shortly be submitted to Congress;
and

Whereas, one purpose of the interim report
is to allow Congress to act immediately on
recommendations contained in the report;
and

Whereas, Terrebonne Parish was severely
impacted by Hurricane Rita, with flooding
affecting approximately ten thousand busi-
nesses and homes; and

Whereas, with the exception of assistance
in the two weeks immediately following the
hurricane, Terrebonne Parish has received
no further assistance from the federal gov-
ernment to repair flood control infrastruc-
ture; and

Whereas, funding for such flood control in-
frastructure has been excluded from signifi-
cant federal appropriations for Louisiana
and from the proposed federal budget for the
coming fiscal year; and

Whereas, the Morganza to the Gulf Hurri-
cane Protection Project has been ready for
authorization for Congress since 2002, and
was presented to Congress in that year after
ten years of study, analysis, and evaluation;
and

Whereas, such study and analysis shows
that immediate implementation of the
Morganza to the Gulf Hurricane Protection
Project is the best way to obtain Category 5
hurricane protection for affected parts of
Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes; and

Whereas, without implementation of such
project, these areas lack protection from al-
most any significant storm levels and face
potential disaster if implementation is fur-
ther delayed: therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
memorializes the Congress of the United
States to immediately authorize implemen-
tation of the Morganza to the Gulf Hurricane
Protection Project, be it further

Resolved, That the interim report being
prepared by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers for Congress as part of the Category 5
Hurricane Protection Study should include a
recommendation for immediate authoriza-
tion of the Morganza to the Gulf Hurricane
Protection Project, be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted, to the commander of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the execu-
tive office of the New Orleans District of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the secretary
of the United States Senate and the clerk of
the United States House of Representatives,
and to each member of the Louisiana delega-
tion to the United States Congress.

POM-359. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
taking such actions as are necessary to pro-
vide hurricane tidal flood protection to
south Louisiana, including requiring the
United States Army Corps of Engineers to
evaluate both federal and nonfederal tidal
levees in south Louisiana, to consider adding
nonfederal tidal levees into the federal pro-
gram, and to fully fund upgrading hurricane
tidal flood protection in south Louisiana.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 182

Whereas, as a result of the massive flood-
ing suffered by the citizens in Orleans,
Plaquemines, and St. Bernard parishes due
to the overtopping of levees and levee
breaches during Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, the issue and challenge of providing
hurricane tidal flood protection for south
Louisiana has gotten the attention of the na-
tion; and

Whereas, not only were Orleans,
Plagquemines, and St. Bernard parishes flood-
ed as a result of the hurricane tidal surge,
massive flooding was also prevalent in small-

S7909

er communities in Terrebonne and Lafourche
parishes; and

Whereas, the United States Army Corps of
Engineers is focusing its attention on repair-
ing the federal levees which breached during
the 2005 hurricane season; however, there is
also a system of nonfederal tidal levees,
which offers a level of protection to the citi-
zens of south Louisiana and which needs to
be assessed, and in some cases, needs to be
strengthened; and

Whereas, nonfederal tidal levees have long
been a concern of the local citizens of small-
er communities of this state since local and
state funds to repair and strengthen such
levees have fallen well short of the need; and

Whereas, nonfederal tidal levees are a val-
uable asset for citizens in south Louisiana
because in many cases this system of levees
is the only hurricane tidal flood protection
these citizens enjoy; and

Whereas, since the state suffered such mas-
sive flooding as a result of the 2005 hurricane
season, the need for a greater, more com-
prehensive hurricane tidal flood protection
system for south Louisiana has never been
more urgent; and

Whereas, the United States Army Corps of
Engineers should evaluate both federal and
nonfederal tidal levees in south Louisiana
and should consider including nonfederal
tidal levees in the federal program in order
to provide comprehensive hurricane tidal
flood protection for all of south Louisiana;
and

Whereas, in order to avoid the costs of re-
building entire communities, the federal
government should consider fully funding
the costs of repairing and upgrading the
level of hurricane tidal flood protection for
south Louisiana: therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to provide hurricane tidal flood pro-
tection to south Louisiana, including requir-
ing the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers to evaluate both federal and nonfederal
tidal levees in south Louisiana, to consider
adding nonfederal tidal levees into the fed-
eral program, and to fully fund upgrading
hurricane tidal flood protection in south
Louisiana; be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM-360. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
taking such actions as are necessary to en-
sure that the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services do not penalize senior citizens
who resided in areas affected by Hurricane
Katrina for taking advantage of the special
enrollment period set for enrollment in
Medicare Part D; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 203

Whereas, prescription drug costs have risen
at a rapid rate over the past decade; and

Whereas, the rising costs of prescription
drugs have proven unsustainable for millions
of America’s senior citizens; and

Whereas, in order to curb the ever-increas-
ing burden of prescription drug costs on sen-
ior citizens, congress adopted a prescription
drug benefit program as part of Medicare;
and

Whereas, on December 8, 2003, President
Bush signed the Medicare Prescription Drug,
Improvement and Modernization Act, and
this legislation provides senior citizens of
the United States with a Medicare prescrip-
tion drug benefit; and
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Whereas, the drug benefit, otherwise
known as Medicare Part D, is estimated by
the Bush administration to currently have
thirty-seven million enrollees; and

Whereas, Hurricane Katrina put an addi-
tional financial burden on many of Louisi-
ana’s seniors, as well as exacerbating many
of the already severe health concerns of the
state’s citizens; and

Whereas, additional time to review and
choose the proper prescription drug benefit
is necessary, as many seniors have been oc-
cupied by the travails of rebuilding after the
devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina;
and

Whereas, on March 8, 2006, Randy Brauer,
the acting director of the division of enroll-
ment and eligibility policy of the CMS issued
a letter stating that evacuees of Hurricane
Katrina will be granted a special enrollment
period in which to enroll in Medicare Part D;
and

Whereas, the normal deadline for enroll-
ment is May fifteenth, and the extended
deadline is over seven months later on De-
cember thirty-first; and

Whereas, state and local agencies as well
as civic and community groups have in-
formed senior citizens of the extended enroll-
ment period; and

Whereas, though a special enrollment pe-
riod has been created, CMS is considering pe-
nalizing seniors who decide to take advan-
tage of the extended enrollment period; and

Whereas, many of the elderly have experi-
enced financial hardship as a result of the
hurricane that makes an increase in the cost
of the drug benefit even more pernicious:
Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to ensure that the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services not penalize sen-
ior citizens who resided in areas affected by
Hurricane Katrina for utilizing the special
enrollment period established for enrollment
in Medicare Part D; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM-361. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the State of Michigan relative to enacting
the Nursing Home Fire Safety Act; to the
Committee on Finance.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 247

Whereas, the safety of the elderly and dis-
abled, our most vulnerable citizens, deserves
the highest priority and attention. It is esti-
mated that 20 to 30 percent of the nation’s
17,000 nursing homes lack sprinkler systems.
Such blatant oversights place the residents
of these facilities at great risk in the event
of a fire; and

Whereas, in 2005, legislation was intro-
duced in Congress to enact the Nursing
Home Fire Safety Act. It is the intent of
Congress, through this legislation, to equip
every nursing home in the country with a
fire sprinkler system over the next five
years, adopt the Life Safety Code, and pro-
vide direct loans and sprinkler retrofit as-
sistance grants to assist with installation
costs; and

Whereas, the bill requires the Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the
agency authorized to implement nursing
home regulations, to adopt the National Fire
Protection Association’s (NFPA) new re-
quirement that all existing nursing homes be
equipped with automatic fire sprinklers. It
also provides the resources that existing
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nursing homes will need to retrofit their fa-
cilities while continuing to care for resi-
dents; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to enact the Nursing Home
Fire Safety Act; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-362. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the General As-
sembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania relative to extending the Medicare
Part D prescription drug deadline to Decem-
ber 31, 2006; to the Committee on Finance.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 727

Whereas, Many older and disabled citizens
in the United States and the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania depend on the Federal Gov-
ernment for assistance with the purchase of
necessary prescription drugs; and

Whereas, The Federal Medicare Part D pre-
scription drug benefit can help all eligible
Americans and Pennsylvanians with the ris-
ing out-of-pocket drug costs, especially
those persons with limited incomes; and

Whereas, Given enough time to eliminate
the confusion created by the changes in this
prescription drug program, most eligible
citizens will sign up or obtain alternative in-
surance coverage; and

Whereas, Beneficiary and caregiver edu-
cation and counseling is critical to promote
informed decision making and smooth tran-
sition as this new drug benefit is imple-
mented; and

Whereas, The current proposed May 15,
2006, deadline for enrollment in the program
or alternative insurance is too soon to in-
clude everyone it should because of the con-
fusion and lack of education and counseling
for seniors and caregivers: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
urge the Congress of the United States to ex-
tend the Medicare Part D prescription drug
deadline to December 31, 2006; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of each
house of Congress and to each member of
Congress from Pennsylvania.

POM-363. A concurrent memorial adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Arizona relative to re-
pealing the excise tax on telecommuni-
cations; to the Committee on Finance.

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL NoO. 2007

Whereas, the first federal excise tax on
communications was enacted in 1898 for the
purpose of funding the Spanish-American
War; and

Whereas, the tax was introduced as a
‘“temporary’’ luxury tax; and

Whereas, the federal excise tax on commu-
nications was repealed in 1902 and was not
reenacted until World War I required addi-
tional revenues; and

Whereas, the World War I federal excise
tax on communications was repealed in 1924
and was reenacted in 1932; and

Whereas, all of the initial federal excise
taxes on telecommunications applied only to
toll, long distance service; and

Whereas, in 1941, with the advent of World
War II, the federal excise tax on communica-
tions was extended to general service; and

Whereas, a federal excise tax on telephone
service has been in effect in every year since
1941, despite enactment of periodic legisla-
tion to repeal or phaseout the tax; and
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Whereas, telephone service is no longer a
luxury. but rather a necessity for consumers
of all income levels; and

Whereas, the federal excise tax is regres-
sive, as low-income Americans pay a higher
percentage of their income for telephone
services than high-income Americans; and

Whereas, telecommunications services are
the infrastructure on which new tech-
nologies including the Internet depend, and
therefore the telecommunications excise tax
discourages expansion of both the telephone
infrastructure and new technologies; and

Whereas, the federal excise tax on tele-
communications flows into the general fund,
rather than being earmarked for a specific
purpose; and

Whereas. in 2000. both houses of Congress
passed a repeal of the federal excise tax on
telecommunications, which was vetoed by
President William Jefferson Clinton.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring. prays:

1. That the Congress of he United States
repeal the federal excise tax on tele-
communications.

2. That the Secretary of State of the State
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial
to the President of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives and each Member of Con-
gress from the State of Arizona.

POM-364. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the State of Utah relative to supporting
permanent repeal of the Federal Inheritance
Tax; to the Committee on Finance.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 3

Whereas, under tax vrelief legislation
passed in 2001, the Federal Inheritance Tax,
or death tax, was temporarily phased out but
not permanently eliminated;

Whereas, farmers and other small business
owners will face losing their farms and busi-
nesses if the federal government resumes the
heavy taxation of citizens at death;

Whereas, this is a tax that is particularly
damaging to families who are working their
way up the ladder and trying to accumulate
wealth for the first time;

Whereas, employees suffer layoffs when
small and medium businesses are liquidated
to pay death taxes;

Whereas, if the death tax had been repealed
in 1996, the United States economy would
have realized billions of dollars each year in
extra output and an average of 145,000 addi-
tional new jobs would have been created; and

Whereas, having repeatedly passed in the
United States House of Representatives and
the United States Senate, repeal of the death
tax holds wide bipartisan support: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the state of Utah requests our elect-
ed representatives and senators in the
United States Congress support, work to
pass, and vote for the immediate and perma-
nent repeal of the death tax; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
sent to the members of Utah’s congressional
delegation.

POM-365. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Louisiana relative to appropriating suffi-
cient funding for the recovery of the shrimp
industry and voting against the repeal of the
“Byrd Amendment’’; to the Committee on
Finance.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 117

Whereas, Louisiana has the nation’s only
warm water shrimp cannery; and

Whereas, before hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, Louisiana generated an estimated one
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hundred twenty million pounds of shrimp
and sold approximately nine thousand com-
mercial shrimp gear licenses; and

Whereas, Liouisiana shrimpers are the larg-
est community of shrimpers in the Atlantic
and Gulf of Mexico regions; and

Whereas, due to hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, the shrimp industry suffered dev-
astating economic and infrastructure losses;
and

Whereas, due to the hurricanes, assess-
ments estimate that for the shrimp industry
the total potential production lost at retail
level is approximately nine hundred and
nineteen million dollars; and

Whereas, the influx of foreign shrimp sold
at below market prices causes domestic
prices to drop to levels at which domestic
producers are unable to survive in the indus-
try; and

Whereas, the United States House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means recommended to
repeal the provision of the Continued Dump-
ing and Subsidy Offset Act, commonly
known as the “Byrd Amendment’’; and

Whereas, the “Byrd Amendment’’ required
duties to be collected under antidumping and
countervailing duty orders and required pay-
ment to eligible domestic producers who ini-
tiated the petition which resulted in the im-
position of the duties; and

Whereas, Louisiana was one of the original
states that initiated a petition against for-
eign shrimp producers; and

Whereas, taking into consideration the po-
tential repeal of the “Byrd Amendment’’ and
the effects of hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
the shrimp industry and the state of Lou-
isiana stands to suffer severe financial
losses: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of Louisiana me-
morializes the Congress of the United States
to appropriate sufficient funding for the re-
covery of the shrimp industry. Be it further

Resolved, That the Senate of Louisiana me-
morializes the Congress of the United States
to vote against the repeal of the ‘“‘Byrd
Amendment.”’ Be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana delegation
to the United States Congress.

POM-366. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Utah relative to
the tax deductibility of medical expenses by
individuals; to the Committee on Finance.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 2

Whereas, access to quality health care is a
basic need of individuals and families within
the State;

Whereas, employer sponsored health insur-
ance is the most common means of insuring
nonelderly Americans;

Whereas, the growth in the cost of health
care has made it increasingly difficult for
employers, especially small employers, to
provide affordable health care coverage to
their employees;

Whereas, there is consequently a need to
foster insurance coverage other than em-
ployer sponsored health insurance;

Whereas, current Federal law provides a
tax benefit for health insurance provided as
an employee fringe benefit, but generally of-
fers no similar tax benefit for health insur-
ance purchased by individuals;

Whereas, current Federal law provides a
tax benefit on third-party payment of med-
ical expenses, but generally offers no similar
tax benefit for most individuals’ direct pay-
ment of medical expenses;

Whereas, this tax structure has negative
implications such as: curtailing competition
for health insurance and health care services
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generally resulting in higher costs; increas-
ing large group health care delivery systems
resulting in decisions being made by large
health care bureaucracies and the eroding of
the doctor-patient relationship; restricting
individuals’ freedom to exercise direct con-
trol over their health care costs; and dis-
criminating against individuals who work
for employers that do not provide health
benefits, who are unemployed, or who are
disabled;

Whereas, access to health care, choice in
health care decisions, and affordability of
health care may improve if Congress places
the medical choices made by individuals on
equal footing with those made by employers
and third parties; and

Whereas, Congress is considering adoption
of the Health Care Freedom of Choice Act
through the passage of H.R. 4625, 109th Cong.
(2005) which would provide for the tax de-
ductibility of expenses for medical care of
the taxpayer, the taxpayer’s spouse, or a de-
pendent of the taxpayer, which the taxpayer
pays but for which the taxpayer is not com-
pensated: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of the State
of Utah urges Congress to pass H.R. 4625,
109th Congress, First Session, which provides
tax Dbenefits to individual health care
choices; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to the Majority Leader of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of Utah’s congressional delegation.

POM-367. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Utah relative to
expressing opposition to a recent decision of
the United States Supreme Court regarding
pornography and urging Congress to pass a
constitutional amendment to protect chil-
dren from accessing pornography; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 7

Whereas, in Ashcroft v. American Civil
Liberties Union, 124 S. Ct. 2783, 159 L. Ed. 2d
690, plaintiffs challenged the content-based
speech restrictions of the Child Online Pro-
tection Act (COPA), which was designed to
protect minors from exposure to pornog-
raphy on the World Wide Web;

Whereas, in that case, the United States
Supreme Court invoked a requirement that,
in order to prevail in a court challenge, the
federal government must demonstrate that
less restrictive methods of protecting minors
from pornography are not as effective as cur-
rent law;

Whereas, in that case, the United States
Supreme Court held that the federal govern-
ment failed to meet the burden of proving
that proposed alternatives such as filtering
software, a plausible less restrictive alter-
native to COPA, would be less effective in
protecting minors from exposure to pornog-
raphy on the Internet;

Whereas, child pornography has become a
$3 billion annual industry;

Whereas, the United States Customs Serv-
ice estimates that there are more than
100,000 websites offering child pornography,
which is illegal worldwide;

Whereas, these unlawful sexual images can
be purchased very easily at these websites;

Whereas, more than 20,000 images of child
pornography are posted on the Internet
every week;

Whereas, one in five children who use com-
puter chat rooms has been approached over
the Internet by pedophiles;

Whereas, in 2002, the United States Su-
preme Court stated in another case that vir-
tual pornographic images of children are a
victimless crime;

Whereas, in many instances it is impos-
sible for a viewer to determine whether an
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image is a virtual or an actual photographic
image;

Whereas, the determination of whether the
material is ‘“‘harmful to minors” was in-
tended by the United States Supreme Court
to be made by lawfully appointed juries
made up of, in the Court’s own words, ‘‘aver-
age person[s], applying contemporary com-
munity standards, would find, taking the
material as a whole and with respect to mi-
nors, is designed to appeal to, or is designed
to pander to, the prurient interest’” and
‘“‘taken as a whole, lack serious literary, ar-
tistic, political, or scientific value for mi-
nors’’;

Whereas, the United States Congress
should take deliberate action to protect mi-
nors through the passage of a constitutional
amendment protecting minors from exposure
to pornography; and

Whereas, governments and the courts must
respond decisively when minors are exposed
to material that is harmful to them, in the
name of preserving the free speech right of
adults: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state
of Utah expresses opposition to the United
States Supreme Court’s decision in Ashcroft
v. American Civil Liberties Union, 124 S. Ct.
2783, 159 L. Ed. 2d 690, and other recent cases
that claim to preserve the free speech rights
of adults while exposing minors to material
the United States Supreme Court has stated
is ““harmful to minors;”’ and be it further

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state
of Utah, in order to help protect children,
strongly urges the United States Congress to
pass a constitutional amendment, if nec-
essary, prohibiting child pornography, actual
or simulated; and be it further

Resolved, That the Legislature strongly
urges Congress to pass a constitutional
amendment, if necessary, to criminalize the
possession or viewing of child pornography,
actual or simulated, by any individual; and
be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to the Majority Leader of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the United
States Supreme Court, and to the members
of Utah’s congressional delegation.

POM-368. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
taking such actions as are necessary to sup-
port and establish a free trade agreement be-
tween the United States and Taiwan; to the
Committee on Finance.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 212

Whereas, Taiwan has developed steadily
into a major international trading power
with over three hundred forty billion dollars
in two-way trade and the world’s seven-
teenth largest economy; and

Whereas, Taiwan is the United States’
eighth largest trading partner, with trade
flowing between these nations totaling over
fifty-six billion dollars in 2005 alone; and

Whereas, Taiwan is the sixth largest mar-
ket for United States agricultural products,
including beef, wheat, corn, and soybeans,
and with the strong purchasing power of its
twenty-three million people, there are many
opportunities to further expand bilateral
trade between Taiwan and the United States;
and

Whereas, Taiwan is the world’s largest sup-
plier of computer monitors and is a leading
personal computer manufacturer; and

Whereas, some of the biggest industries in
Taiwan are electronics and computer prod-
ucts, chemicals and petrochemicals, basic
metals, machinery, textiles, transport equip-
ment, plastics, and machinery; and

Whereas, a United States-Taiwan free
trade agreement would lead to further in-
vestment by firms in both Taiwan and the
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United States and would create new business
opportunities and new jobs; and

Whereas, a United States-Taiwan free
trade agreement would encourage greater in-
novations and manufacturing efficiencies by
stimulating joint technological develop-
ment; and

Whereas, the United States International
Trade Commission (USITC) and the Institute
for International Economics (IIE) estimate
that a United States-Taiwan free trade
agreement would increase United States ex-
ports to Taiwan by about six billion dollars:
Therefore be it

Resolved, that the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to support and establish a free trade
agreement between the United States and
Taiwan; and be it further

Resolved, a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM-369. A concurrent memorial adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Arizona relative to per-
mitting emergency workers and equipment
to cross the international border with Mex-
ico to address emergencies that threaten
both sides of the border; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

CONCURRENT MEMORIAL

Whereas, Arizona and Mexico share a bor-
der that stretches for more than three hun-
dred fifty miles; and

Whereas, the threats from environmental
spills, leaks, explosions and similar disasters
involving toxic substances in border commu-
nities are not constrained by political bound-
aries and can threaten people and commu-
nities on both sides; and

Whereas, the threats from fires, floods and
similar natural disasters are not constrained
by political boundaries and can threaten peo-
ple and communities on both sides; and

Whereas, as a result of a joint legislative
protocol session with the members of the Ar-
izona Legislature, on December 1, 2005, the
Legislature of Sonora, Mexico adopted a res-
olution calling on the federal government in
Mexico to permit emergency workers and ve-
hicles to cross the international border to
fight such environmental and natural disas-
ters as long as they return to their country
of origin when the emergency subsides.

Whereas, authorizing emergency workers
and equipment to cross the international
border requires action by the President and
Congress of the United States of America.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring, prays:

(1) That the President and Congress of the
United States of America recognize the im-
portance of authorizing emergency workers
and equipment from the United States of
America and Mexico to cross their respective
international borders whenever an environ-
mental or natural disaster threatens commu-
nities on both sides;

(2) That the President and Congress of the
United States of America take the action
necessary to authorize emergency workers
and equipment from the United States of
America and Mexico to cross their respective
international borders whenever an environ-
mental or natural disaster threatens commu-
nities on both sides as long as they return to
their country of origin when the emergency
subsides; and

(3) That the Secretary of State of the State
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial
to the President of the United States of
America, the President of the United States
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Senate, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives and each Member
of Congress from the State of Arizona.

POM-370. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Utah
relative to urging the Bush Administration
to support Taiwan’s participation in the
World Health Organization; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 3

Whereas, the World Health Organization’s
(WHO) Constitution states that ‘“The objec-
tive of the World Health Organization shall
be the attainment by all peoples of the high-
est possible level of health’’;

Whereas, this position demonstrates that
the WHO is obligated to reach all peoples
throughout the world, regardless of state or
national boundaries;

Whereas, the WHO Constitution permits a
wide variety of entities, including non-
member states, international organizations,
national organizations, and nongovern-
mental organizations, to participate in the
activities of the WHO;

Whereas, five entities, for example, have
acquired the status of observer of the World
Health Assembly (WHA) and are routinely
invited to its assemblies;

Whereas, both the WHO Constitution and
the International Covenant of Economic, So-
cial, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) declare
that health is an essential element of human
rights and that no signatory shall impede on
the health rights of others;

Whereas, Taiwan seeks to be invited to
participate in the work of the WHA simply
as an observer, instead of as a full member,
in order to allow the work of the WHO to
proceed without creating political frictions
and to demonstrate Taiwan’s willingness to
put aside political controversies for the com-
mon good of global health;

Whereas, this request is fundamentally
based on professional health grounds and has
nothing to do with the political issues of sov-
ereignty and statehood;

Whereas, Taiwan currently participates as
a full member in organizations like the
World Trade Organization (WTO); Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and sev-
eral other international organizations that
count the People’s Republic of China among
their membership;

Whereas, Taiwan has become an asset to
all these institutions because of a flexible in-
terpretation of the terms of membership;

Whereas, closing the gap between the WHO
and Taiwan is an urgent global health imper-
ative;

Whereas, the health administration of Tai-
wan is the only competent body possessing
and managing all the information on any
outbreak in Taiwan of epidemics that could
potentially threaten global health;

Whereas, excluding Taiwan from the
WHO’s Global Outbreak Alert and Response
Network (GOARN), for example, is dangerous
and self defeating from a professional per-
spective;

Whereas, good health is a basic right for
every citizen of the world and access to the
highest standard of health information and
services is necessary to help guarantee this
right;

Whereas, direct and unobstructed partici-
pation in international health cooperation
forums and programs is therefore crucial, es-
pecially with today’s greater potential for
the cross-border spread of various infectious
diseases through increased trade and travel;

Whereas, the WHO sets forth in the first
chapter of its charter the objectives of at-
taining the highest possible level of health
for all people;

Whereas, Taiwan’s population of 23 million
people is larger than that of three quarters
of the member states already in the WHO
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and shares the noble goals of the organiza-
tion;

Whereas, Taiwan’s achievements in the
field of health are substantial, including one
of the highest life expectancy levels in Asia,
maternal and infant mortality rates com-
parable to those in western countries, the
eradication of such infectious diseases as
cholera, smallpox, and the plague, and the
first country in the world to provide children
with free hepatitis B vaccinations;

Whereas, Taiwan is not allowed to partici-
pate in any WHO-organized forums and
workshops concerning the latest tech-
nologies in the diagnosis, monitoring, and
control of diseases;

Whereas, in recent years, both the Tai-
wanese Government and individual Tai-
wanese experts have expressed a willingness
to assist financially or technically in WHO-
supported international aid and health ac-
tivities but have ultimately been unable to
render assistance;

Whereas, the WHO does allow observers to
participate in the activities of the organiza-
tion; and

Whereas, in light of all the benefits that
participation could bring to the state of
health of people not only in Taiwan, but also
regionally and globally, it seems appro-
priate, if not imperative, for Taiwan to be in-
volved with the WHO: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the state of
Utah urges the Bush Administration to sup-
port Taiwan and its 23 million people in ob-
taining appropriate and meaningful partici-
pation in the World Health Organization
(WHO); and be it further

Resolved, That the Senate urges that
United States’ policy should include the pur-
suit of some initiative in the WHO which
would give Taiwan meaningful participation
in a manner that is consistent with the orga-
nization’s requirements; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to the President of the United States,
the United States Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Majority Leader of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, the members of Utah’s con-
gressional delegation, the Government of
Taiwan, and the World Health Organization.

POM-371. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the General As-
sembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania relative to urging the President and
Congress of the United States to take imme-
diate action in assisting with the peace-
keeping mission and efforts to resolve the
conflict in the Darfur region of Sudan; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 741

Whereas, the people of Darfur have suffered
for decades from the devastating effects of
drought; and

Whereas, in 2003 a crisis associated with
drought conditions and limited food produc-
tion was further compounded by a campaign
of violence in the region; and

Whereas, since 2003 an estimated 300,000
people have died as a result of the genocide
in Darfur and approximately 3.5 million men,
women and children in the region continue
to face violence and starvation; and

Whereas, a separate Sudanese conflict last-
ing more than two decades ended in 2005,
raising hope in the country, but conditions
have worsened; and

Whereas, recently the scope and degree of
violence has escalated, leading to the arrival
of tens of thousands of people at refugee
camps in Sudan and Chad; and

Whereas, civilians are unable to grow food
and sustain life as roving government-spon-
sored militias systematically beat, rape and
kill the people of Darfur; and
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Whereas, the United Nations refugee agen-
cy, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, recently announced it will be
cutting refugee assistance funds to Darfur by
44%, which adds to the urgency of the situa-
tion; and

Whereas, on February 17, 2006, President
Bush stated that he would push for addi-
tional United Nations and North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) assistance to
protect the people of Darfur; and

Whereas, on March 24, 2006, the United Na-
tions Security Council adopted a resolution
to further support assistance efforts in
Darfur; and

Whereas, intervention by the TUnited
States and the United Nations may take
time to implement; and

Whereas, if the security situation con-
tinues to deteriorate and the humanitarian
life-support system fully collapses, the cas-
ualty rate could rise as high as 100,000 per
month: Therefore be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
urge the President of the United States to
push for:

(1) immediate assistance to the African
Union peacekeeping mission to improve
their civilian protection capacity until the
United Nations can fully deploy a capable
peacekeeping force;

(2) a United Nations peacekeeping force to
take over the African Union peacekeeping
mission in Darfur; and

(3) greater United States involvement in
the Darfur peace process and urge the Presi-
dent to use the power of his office to encour-
age other world leaders to do so as well; and
be it further

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives urge members of Congress to:

(1) support short-term supplemental fund-
ing for peacekeeping and humanitarian aid
in Sudan, a minimum of which should in-
clude the $514 million requested by the Presi-
dent in the Fiscal Year 2006 supplemental ap-
propriations bill;

(2) support long-term Fiscal Year 2007
funding for humanitarian aid, NATO and
United Nations peacekeeping and recon-
struction assistance; and

(3) pass the strongest possible version of
the Darfur Peace and Accountability Act,
which includes placing additional penalties
on the Government of the Sudan and on
those persons, complicit in the genocide: and
be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President, to the pre-
siding officers of each house of Congress and
to each member of Congress from Pennsyl-
vania.

POM-372. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Utah rel-
ative to recognizing the contributions of
Fred C. Adams to the State of Utah; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 6

Whereas, the Utah Shakespearean Festival
is considered by many to be one of the most
prestigious repertory theaters and Shake-
spearean festivals in the United States;

Whereas, over the last 44 years, the Utah
Shakespearean Festival, which is currently
in its 45th season, has hosted 4,148,008 people
who have attended 144 productions of Shake-
speare’s plays;

Whereas, as of the year 2000, the Utah
Shakespearean Festival had produced Shake-
speare’s entire canon of plays;

Whereas, the Utah Shakespearean Festival
has employed 170 musicians, 376 electricians,
218 directors, 447 designers, 314 props artists,
957 carpenters, 877 Greenshow performers, 260
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make-up artists, 2,007 actors, 291 stage man-
agers, and 1,272 costumers;

Whereas, Fred C. Adams is the Festival
Founder and Executive Producer Emeritus;

Whereas, under Mr. Adams’s guidance, the
Festival has grown from a budget of $1,000
and 3,276 paid admissions in 1962, to a 2006
annual budget of $6 million and an antici-
pated attendance of 150,000 paid admissions;

Whereas, beginning his long association as
a teacher at Southern Utah University in
1959, he retired from his university teaching
and directing responsibilities in 2000, to de-
vote his energies full-time to the day-to-day
artistic operations of the Festival;

Whereas, Mr. Adams received his B.A. and
M.A. degrees from Brigham Young Univer-
sity in theater arts and Russian;

Whereas, on June 4, 2000, the Utah Shake-
spearean Festival received the prestigious
Tony Award for Outstanding Regional The-
ater at Radio City Music Hall in New York
City;

Whereas, 1,389 schools have participated in
the Festival’s High School Shakespeare
Competition since 1977;

Whereas, 183,280 students have seen the
Festival’s Educational Tour since 2001;

Whereas, the International Festival and
Events Association estimates the annual
economic impact of the Utah Shakespearean
Festival to be in excess of $64 million;

Whereas, in 2001 the Festival received the
256th Annual National Governors Association
Award for Distinguished Service to the Arts;

Whereas, Mr. Adams is the recipient of the
Pioneer of Progress Award for the Days of 47
in Salt Lake City (2005), the Ernst and Young
Entrepreneur of the Year Award (2003), the
Utah Theater Association’s Lifetime Service
Award (2000), an honorary doctorate degree
from Southern Utah University (1999), the
Institute of Outdoor Drama’s Mark R. Sum-
ner Award (1998), Brigham Young Univer-
sity’s Distinguished Service Award (1995),
Geneva Steel’s Modern Pioneer Award (1994),
the Cedar City Area Chamber of Commerce
Arts Contribution Award (1992), Southern
Utah University’s Outstanding Alumni
Award (1991), the Citizen Meritorious Service
Award from the American Parks and Recre-
ation Society (1991), Utah Business Maga-
zine’s Outstanding Business Leader recogni-
tion (1989), the First Annual Governor’s
Award in the Arts (1989), and the Distin-
guished Alumni Award from Brigham Young
University (1984 and 1987);

Whereas, Mr. Adams was also honored to
carry the Olympic flame in Cedar City dur-
ing the 2002 Winter Olympic Torch Relay;

Whereas, Mr. Adams was the featured per-
sonality for the Utah Travel Council’s sum-
mer tourism advertising campaign in 1995
and 1996, appearing in a number of maga-
zines, including Condé Nast Traveler, Mature
Outlook, American Heritage, Midwest Liv-
ing, National Geographic Traveler, Gourmet,
and Life;

Whereas, Mr. Adams is the author of many
articles appearing in several professional
magazines, and he is a favorite lecturer for
educational institutions and professional or-
ganizations throughout the United States
and Europe;

Whereas, Mr. Adams also conducts and is
host for at least one annual tour to Europe;

Whereas, as executive director of the Fes-
tival Center Project, Mr. Adams will now
focus on securing funding for the completion
of the Utah Shakespearean Festival Center
for the Performing Arts;

Whereas, the projected $65 million Center
will feature Renaissance-style buildings sur-
rounding a brick-paved central plaza and a
beautiful fountain highlighted by bronze
statues of some of Shakespeare’s most loved
characters;

Whereas, the Center will include the relo-
cated Adams Shakespearean Theater (a
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Tudor-styled outdoor theater), and one addi-
tional small performance facility (the New
Playwright’s Theater), as well as a book-
store, art gallery, bakery, restaurant, ale
house, costume and scene shops, Greenshow
performance stages, a seminar grove, and a
feast hall patterned after the great banquet
halls of Europe, all of which will compliment
the state-of-the-art Randall L. Jones The-
ater, built in 1989;

Whereas, as executive producer emeritus
he will consult and advise the Festival con-
cerning play selection, choosing directors
and designers, and long-term planning;

Whereas, Mr. Adams will also continue to
be seen at the Festival as he conducts ori-
entations, participates in all Festival func-
tions, and greets patrons and his many
friends before the plays; and

Whereas, the life and accomplishments of
Fred C. Adams and his contribution to the
arts and to economic development in the
State of Utah merit the thanks and praise of
a grateful state: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Legislature of the State
of Utah, the Governor concurring therein,
recognize the enormous contributions of
Fred C. Adams to the arts in the State of
Utah, and to its economic development; be it
further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to Fred C. Adams.

POM-373. A Senate concurrent resolution
adopted by the Legislature of the State of
Kansas relative to federal funding of edu-
cation; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 1618

Whereas, The state of Kansas under the
Quality Performance Accreditation (QPA)
System has long pursued the goal of improv-
ing the academic performance of all stu-
dents, especially students of racial and eth-
nic background, lower economic status, lim-
ited English proficiency and with learning
disabilities or challenges; and

Whereas, The state of Kansas, therefore,
applauds the President and the TUnited
States Congress for putting forth the same
goals in the reauthorization of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965,
commonly known as the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001, and emphasizing the ur-
gency in improving the performance of these
students; and

Whereas, The reauthorization of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, commonly known as the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001, has encouraged some
needed changes in public education and was
initially accompanied with relatively large
increases in federal funding for public ele-
mentary and secondary education; and

Whereas, However, the increases in federal
funding since the first year of the reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, commonly known as
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, have
been minimal; and

Whereas, The federal government has de-
creased funding for reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965, commonly known as the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001, in fiscal year 2006 by
$793,000,000, decreased funding for postsec-
ondary education by $166,000,000, and de-
creased funding for programs that serve stu-
dents with disabilities by $21,000,000: Now,
therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of
Kansas, the House of Representatives concur-
ring therein: That the Kansas legislature me-
morializes the President and the United
States Congress to make a serious commit-
ment to improving the quality of the na-
tion’s public schools by substantially in-
creasing its funding for the reauthorization
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of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 commonly known as the No Child
Left Behind Act of 2001, the Higher Edu-
cation Act, the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act and other educational related
programs; and

Be it further resolved: That the state of Kan-
sas requests that the President, United
States Congress and United States Depart-
ment of Education offer the various states
waivers, exemptions or whatever flexibility
is possible regarding the requirements of the
reauthorization of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965, commonly
known as the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001, in any year that federal funding for
public elementary and secondary education
is decreased to prevent states from spending
state and local resources on activities that
have not proven effective in raising student
achievement and may not be the priority of
an individual state; and

Be it further resolved: That the state of Kan-
sas encourages other states to pass similar
resolutions; and

Be it further resolved: That the Secretary of
State send an enrolled copy of this resolu-
tion to the President of the United States,
President of the United States Senate,
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, Secretary of the United States
Department of Education and each member
of the Kansas legislative delegation.

POM-374. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the General As-
sembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania relative to applauding the contribu-
tions of Pennsylvania’s Taiwanese-American
community and joining in support of the par-
ticipation of the Republic of China in the
role of World Health Organization observer;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 690

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and the Republic of China (Taiwan)
have had a long history of friendship; and

Whereas, Philadelphia is home to a large
Taiwanese community; and

Whereas, The people of the Taiwanese-
American community maintain close ties
with family and friends in their native land
and are concerned about their health, safety
and quality of life; and

Whereas, Good health is essential to every
citizen of the world, just as access to the
highest standards of health information and
service is necessary to improve the public
health; and

Whereas, The World Health Organization
(WHO) set forth, in the first chapter of its
charter, the objective of attaining the high-
est possible level of health for all people; and

Whereas, The House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is justly
proud to support the participation of Taiwan
in the role of observer in the World Health
Organization in the upcoming World Health
Assembly (WHA) at its annual summit to be
held in Geneva, Switzerland in May 2006; and

Whereas, Taiwan’s population of more than
23 million is larger than that of 75% of the
current WHO member states; and

Whereas, The United States, in the 1994
Taiwan Policy Review, declared its intention
to support Taiwan’s participation in appro-
priate international organizations; and

Whereas, The State Department, in its re-
port to the Congress of the United States in
April 2005, reaffirmed United States support
of Taiwan’s observer status in the WHA; and

Whereas, Fifty-three members of the
United States House of Representatives
wrote a letter to Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice on December 16, 2005, ex-
pressing their support of observer status for
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Taiwan at the annual meeting of the WHA;
and

Whereas, The United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and its Tai-
wanese counterpart have enjoyed close col-
laboration on a wide range of public health
issues; and

Whereas, In recent years Taiwan has ex-
pressed a willingness to assist financially
and technically in international aid and
health activities supported by the WHO; and

Whereas, The government and the people
of Taiwan have been actively engaged in var-
ious activities in the fields of medical assist-
ance and humanitarian relief to countries in
Africa, Asia, Central America and the Carib-
bean in such places as Afghanistan, Chad, El
Salvador, Honduras and Liberia and have
contributed financial resources to global re-
lief efforts and to combat disease around the
world; and

Whereas, Taiwan’s participation in inter-
national health forums and programs is crit-
ical, especially with today’s greater poten-
tial for the cross-border spread of various in-
fectious diseases such as human immuno-
deficiency virus (HIV), tuberculosis and ma-
laria; and

Whereas, Recent outbreaks of the lethal
avian flu and severe acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS) in East Asia and Southeast
Asia have caused panic around the world and
have accentuated the importance of Tai-
wan’s participation in international health
forums and the inherent danger of non-
participation; and

Whereas, Taiwan’s substantial achieve-
ments in the field of health include having
one of the highest life expectancy levels in
Asia and having low maternal and infant
mortality rates, eradicating such infectious
diseases as cholera, smallpox and plague and
being the first to eradicate polio and to pro-
vide children with hepatitis B vaccinations;
and

Whereas, Taiwan’s WHO observer status af-
fects the health rights of millions of Tai-
wanese people and benefits regional and
global public health; Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
pause in its deliberations to applaud the con-
tributions of Pennsylvania’s Taiwanese-
American community and join in support of
the participation of Taiwan in the role of
WHO observer; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, to the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, to each member
of the Pennsylvania Congressional Delega-
tion and to the World Health Organization.

POM-375. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii rel-
ative to supporting changes to the No Child
Left Behind Act of 2001; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 105

Whereas, the National Conference of State
Legislatures created a special task force
(Task Force) that spent ten months con-
ducting a comprehensive, bipartisan review
of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001; and

Whereas, this review identified a number of
changes that must be made to the No Child
Left Behind Act for it to become a positive
impetus to school improvement and ensure
that young people will learn at their full po-
tential; and

Whereas, the Task Force drafted forty-
three recommendations outlining these nec-
essary changes to provide useful, workable
requirements for schools, many of which
could be easily incorporated into the No
Child Left Behind Act; and

Whereas, the four key Task Force rec-
ommendations include: (1) removing obsta-
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cles that block state education innovations
and undermine programs that were suc-
ceeding prior to the passage of the No Child
Left Behind Act; (2) providing the federal fi-
nancial assistance necessary for states to
meet No Child Left Behind Act classroom
goals; (3) removing the ‘‘one-size-fits-all’”’
student performance measurements in favor
of more sophisticated systems that measure
progress on an individualized basis; and (4)
recognizing that individual schools face spe-
cial challenges, and that significant dif-
ferences exist between rural and urban
schools: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Senate of the Twenty-third
Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Ses-
sion of 2006, the House of Representatives con-
curring, That the Hawaii State Legislature
strongly urges the Congress of the United
States to support the worthwhile rec-
ommendations of the National Conference of
State Legislatures special task force on revi-
sions to the No Child Left Behind Act; and be
it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to the
President of the United States Senate, the
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, and Hawaii’s congressional del-
egation.

POM-376. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii rel-
ative to supporting the goal of eliminating
suffering and death from cancer by the year
2015; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
No.15S8.D. 1

Whereas, cancer is the second Ileading
cause of death and touches almost every
family, with over ten million Americans now
living with a history of cancer; and

Whereas, cancer affects one out of every
four Americans or one out of every two men
and one out of every three women; and

Whereas, this year alone, cancer will claim
the lives of more than 570,000 Americans or
1,500 people per day; and

Whereas, 1,700 Hawaii residents or roughly
one out of every five deaths in Hawaii is at-
tributed to cancer; and

Whereas, more than 1,300,000 cancer cases
were diagnosed in 2005; and

Whereas, approximately 5,000 men and
women in Hawaii are diagnosed each year
with the disease; and

Whereas, it is estimated that cancer cost
the Nation nearly $190 billion 2003, including
more than $69 billion in direct medical costs;
and

Whereas, the cost for cancer care in Hawaii
is estimated to cost $500 million each year;
and

Whereas, the Nation’s investment in can-
cer research and programs have led to actual
progress; and

Whereas, between 1991 and 2001, cancer
death rates declined by more than nine per-
cent and about 258,000 lives were saved; and

Whereas, at least half of all cancer deaths
could have been prevented by applying exist-
ing knowledge; and

Whereas, the Director of the National Can-
cer Institute has set a bold goal to eliminate
suffering and death from cancer by 2015; and

Whereas, eliminating cancer related suf-
fering and death will require a commitment
by the Hawaii State Legislature to continue
to make the fight against cancer a priority;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Senate of the Twenty-third
Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Ses-
sion of 2006, the House of Representatives con-
curring, That the Hawaii State Legislature
supports the goal of eliminating suffering
and death due to cancer by 2015; and be it
further
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Resolved, That certified copies of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to the Di-
rector of Health, the Hawaii Comprehensive
Cancer Control Coalition, U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, U.S. Senate, and to the Direc-
tor of the National Cancer Institute.

POM-377. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Utah relative to
urging the citizens of Utah to increase their
awareness of the contributions paraedu-
cators make in educating children in public
schools; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 15

Whereas, for the more than 40 years since
they were first introduced into the nation’s
schools, the roles of ‘‘teacher aides’ have be-
come more complex and demanding;

Whereas, these aides have become techni-
cians who are more aptly described as
paraeducators;

Whereas, under the direction of teachers,
paraeducators assist with the delivery, to
both learners and their parents, of instruc-
tional and other direct services designed to
support instructional plans and educational
goals;

Whereas, more than 7,000 paraeducators
serve in Utah’s school districts and charter
schools, providing invaluable services and
support to students in Utah’s public schools;

Whereas, these paraeducators display a
high degree of professionalism and spend
considerable time and energy in career de-
velopment;

Whereas, paraeducators work as members
of teams in the classroom where the teacher
has the ultimate responsibility for the de-
sign and implementation of the classroom
education program, the education programs
of individual students, and for the evaluation
of those programs and student progress;

Whereas, paraeducators work under the ul-
timate supervision of the school principal
and are assigned to work under the direction
of a teacher or team of teachers;

Whereas, while they perform clerical
tasks, prepare materials, and monitor learn-
ers in nonacademic settings, paraeducators
perform many other tasks under the super-
vision of teachers and, in some cases, related
services professionals;

Whereas, paraeducators in early childhood,
elementary, middle, and secondary class-
rooms and programs engage individual and
small groups of learners in instructional ac-
tivities developed by teachers, carry out be-
havior management and disciplinary plans
developed by teachers, and assist teachers
with functional and other assessment activi-
ties;

Whereas, paraeducators can also document
and provide objective information about
learner performance that enables teachers to
plan and modify curriculum and learning ac-
tivities for individuals, assist teachers with
organizing learning activities and maintain-
ing supportive environments, and assist
teachers with involving parents or other
caregivers in their child’s education;

Whereas, recent legislation requires para-
professionals to be qualified to perform their
jobs and requires local districts to provide
adequate training and supervision of their
paraeducators;

Whereas, by serving jointly with teachers,
paraeducators enhance the continuity and
quality of services for many students in
Utah schools; and

Whereas, the services provided Dby
paraeducators, though not widely understood
or recognized, are a key element in the suc-
cess of Utah’s education efforts: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state
of Utah urges the citizens of Utah to in-
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crease their awareness of the critical role
paraeducators play in the education of Utah
school children; be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to each of Utah’s school districts, char-
ter schools, the National Resource Center for
Paraprofessionals, members of the Utah Edu-
cation Coalition and education community,
the Utah Parent Teacher Association, the
Utah State Board of Education, and the Utah
State Office of Education.

POM-378. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Utah relative to
urging state agencies to replace ‘‘mental re-
tardation’ references in their documents
with a more respectful description; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 14

Whereas, the stigma attached to the
phrase ‘‘mental retardation’ creates an un-
warranted burden on those who experience
this intellectual disability;

Whereas, in some cases government agen-
cies inadvertently perpetuate this burden by
continuing to use this archaic term;

Whereas, this phrase should be changed to
reflect a sensitivity to those who experience
this disability;

Whereas, many government agencies
throughout the United States have altered
their documents to refer to these individuals
as persons with a disability;

Whereas, the use of ‘‘persons with a dis-
ability” removes a measure of the sting and
stigma suffered by those who must struggle
with this disability every day of their lives;
and

Whereas, Utah state agencies should take
deliberate steps to update their documents
to reflect this more sensitive reference to
characterize those who experience this dis-
ability: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state
of Utah urges Utah’s state agencies to review
their official documents and replace current
references to ‘“‘mental retardation” with an
alternative that reflects increased sensi-
tivity to those who experience this dis-
ability; and be it further

Resolved, That the Legislature encourages
state agencies to review and consider alter-
native references to this disability that are
used by other states; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to the Department of Human Resources,
the Utah Developmental Disabilities Coun-
cil, the Department of Health, the Depart-
ment of Human Services, and People First.

POM-379. A resolution adopted of the Leg-
islature of the State of Utah relative to en-
couraging Utah schools to educate children
regarding risks of sun exposure; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
pensions.

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 2

Whereas, one in five Americans will get
skin cancer in their lifetime;

Whereas, melanoma, the most deadly form
of skin cancer, is now the second leading
cause of cancer for women in their 20’s and
30’s;

Whereas, melanoma is now the fastest
growing cancer in the U.S., with cases in-
creasing at an epidemic rate of 3% per year;

Whereas, there have been no significant ad-
vances in the medical treatment of advanced
melanoma or its survival rate in the last 30
years;

Whereas, in a survey by the Centers for
Disease Control, 74% of young adults and
50% of older adults said that they had little
or no knowledge about melanoma;

Whereas, in 1940, the chance of a U.S. cit-
izen getting melanoma was 1 in 1,500, by 2004
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it was 1 in 67, and by 2010 scientists predict
it will be 1 in 50;

Whereas, if caught in the earliest stages,
melanoma is entirely treatable with a sur-
vival rate of nearly 100%;

Whereas, if untreated and allowed to
spread, there is no known effective treat-
ment or cure for melanoma;

Whereas, the lifetime risk of getting skin
cancer is linked to sun exposed sunburn dur-
ing childhood and adolescence;

Whereas, studies have shown that the oc-
currence of at least two blistering sunburns
before the age of 18 years may double the
risk for development of melanoma as an
adult;

Whereas, it is estimated that regular use of
sunscreen during childhood could lower skin
cancer incidence by nearly 80%;

Whereas, since 1982; incidences of pediatric
melanoma in children have more than dou-
bled;

Whereas, Utah’s melanoma
among the highest in the nation;

Whereas, Utah regularly ranks in the top
five states in the nation for per capita deaths
from melanoma;

Whereas, the United States Department of
Health and Human Services Classifies solar
radiation as a known human carcinogen;

Whereas, the causes, prevention, and early
detection of skin cancer, particularly mela-
noma, are fairly well understood and easy to
learn;

Whereas, schools have the potential to edu-
cate and positively influence pupil and fam-
ily behavior regarding skin cancer preven-
tion;

Whereas, simple, inexpensive changes in
behavior such as wearing sunscreen, avoiding
midday sun exposure, and wearing a shirt
and hat can alter lifelong skin cancer risks;

Whereas, several programs are available to
educators to help them teach students about
the risks and prevention of skin cancer, and
the programs could be integrated into class-
es in Utah schools;

Whereas, the United States Environmental
Protection Agency has created a program
that educates school-age children on the
risks of exposure to the sun;

Whereas, this program, called SunWise, is
provided free of charge, is designed for
school-age children, requires no teacher
training, and is easily integrated into a
school’s curriculum;

Whereas, SunWise is currently being used
by 14,000 schools around the country and 246
school in Utah with great success;

Whereas, a low-cost program about the
risks, and prevention of skin cancer, Sunny
Days, Healthy Ways, was developed with
grants from the National Cancer Institute;

Whereas, the Centers for Disease Control
have free materials on the prevention of skin
cancer which, can be downloaded from their
website and used in class or sent home with
children to help educate families;

Whereas, Only Skin Deep is a Utah based
program designed to train high school stu-
dents to teach their peers about skin cancer
prevention;

Whereas, this program has been success-
fully used in Utah schools, is free of charge,
and requires no time from teachers; and

Whereas, faced with the reality of the risks
of sun exposure and with the variety of low
or no-cost programs and materials available,
Utah schools should educate their students
on the risks and prevention of skin cancer:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the state of
Utah urges Utah’s public schools to consider
incorporating sun exposure awareness pro-
grams and materials into their curriculum.
Be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
sent to each school district in the state of
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Utah, the Utah Parent Teachers Association,
the American Cancer Society of Utah, the
Utah Cancer Action Network, the Utah State
Office of Education, the Utah State Board of
Education, the Utah Department of Health,
the National Cancer Institute, and the Utah
Society of Dermatologic Medicine and Sur-
gery.

POM-380. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Utah rel-
ative to encouraging school boards to adopt
policy prohibiting bullying; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 1

Whereas, school bullying, harassment, and
intimidation greatly reduce a student’s abil-
ity to both achieve and surpass academic
standards in Utah;

Whereas, school bullying, harassment and
intimidation can directly affect a student’s
health and well-being and thus contribute to
excess absences from school, physical sick-
ness, mental and emotional anguish, and
long-term social and mental consequences;

Whereas, bullying, harassment; and intimi-
dation can take physical, verbal, and written
forms, including use of electronic media;

Whereas, it is long past time for not only
society, but also for each community in
Utah, down to the individual school commu-
nity level, to acknowledge that bullying is
not some sort of right of passage to be sim-
ply ignored or tolerated;

Whereas, incidents of reported school-re-
lated bullying in the state and throughout
the nation are ample evidence of the need for
intervention;

Whereas, many bullies eventually end up
with criminal records and are involved in
abusive relationships because they have not
learned appropriate social behavior;

Whereas, it is within the goals and dictates
of the state’s public education system to pro-
vide a healthy, positive, and safe learning at-
mosphere for all Utah children in the state’s
public schools;

Whereas, many schools across the state are
already engaged in prevention efforts, in-
cluding Utah’s K-12 prevention program,
Prevention Dimensions;

Whereas, these programs emphasize assess-
ment of the prevalence of bullying incidents
and preventive, early intervention strate-
gies; and

Whereas, with the help of local school
boards, school districts and school personnel,
parents, and concerned individuals, school
bullying can be effectively addressed: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state
of Utah, the Governor concurring therein,
express its condemnation of bullying, harass-
ment, and intimidation in Utah schools. Be
it further

Resolved, That the Legislature and the
Governor urge school districts, concerned
parents, the members of the Utah Substance
Abuse and Anti-Violence Coordinating Coun-
cil, and the members of the Utah Education
Coalition, which includes the State Board of
Education, the Utah Education Association,
the Utah Parent Teacher Association, the
Utah School Employees Association, the
Utah Association of Elementary School
Principals, the Utah Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, the Utah School
Boards Association, the Utah State Office of
Education, and the Utah School Super-
intendents Association to work together to
further define and understand the multiple
aspects of bullying and effectively utilize
systems for reporting school-related bullying
incidents. Be it further

Resolved, That the Legislature and the
Governor call upon school districts, con-
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cerned parents, the members of Utah Edu-
cation Coalition, and the members of the
Utah Substance Abuse and Anti-Violence Co-
ordinating Council to respond to school-re-
lated bullying incidents by implementing a
program where victims of bullying can be
identified and assisted, and perpetrators edu-
cated, in order to create safer schools that
provide a positive learning environment. Be
it further

Resolved, That the Legislature and the
Governor encourage these groups to come to-
gether to form a coalition whose goal would
be to bring about, through education and
other means, the end of bullying, harass-
ment, and intimidation in the states public
schools. Be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to the State Board of Education, the
Utah Education Association, the Utah Par-
ent Teacher Association, the Utah School
Employees Association, the Utah Associa-
tion of Elementary School Principals, the
Utah Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals, the Utah School Boards Association,
the Utah State Office of Education, the Utah
School Superintendents Association, the
Utah Substance Abuse and Anti-Violence Co-
ordinating Council, each public school dis-
trict in the state of Utah, and the Utah Char-
ter School Association.

POM-381. A joint resolution by the Legisla-
ture of the State of Utah relative to recog-
nizing the rights of public school students to
voluntarily participate in religious expres-
sion in public schools; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 9

Whereas, a firm understanding of the prop-
er and lawful role of religious expression is
requisite to full participation in public insti-
tutions;

Whereas, a state of confusion and in some
cases fear among the general citizenry exists
as to the proper role of religious expression
in public schools and other public settings;

Whereas, the free exercise of religion is a
fundamental right guaranteed by both the
United States Constitution and the Utah
Constitution;

Whereas, the freedom of speech is a funda-
mental right guaranteed by both the United
States Constitution and the Utah Constitu-
tion;

Whereas, the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution states, ‘‘Congress
shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free ex-
ercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble’’;

Whereas, the Utah Constitution states,
““The rights of conscience shall never be in-
fringed. The State shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; . . . There
shall be no union of Church and State, nor
shall any church dominate the State or
interfere with its functions. No public money
or property shall be appropriated for or ap-
plied to any religious worship, exercise or in-
struction, or for the support of any ecclesias-
tical establishment.”’;

Whereas, the Utah Constitution also
states: ““No law shall be passed to abridge or
restrain the freedom of speech or of the
press’’;

Whereas, prayer is fundamental to the ex-
ercise of both religion and free speech;

Whereas, courts have upheld the right of
students to spontaneously and nondisrup-
tively pray in school settings, and school ad-
ministrators and teachers are in no way per-
mitted to discourage such religious expres-
sion, including prayer, by a student;

Whereas, in the classroom, instruction cov-
ering religious subject matter is permitted,
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provided the teacher does not advocate reli-
gion in general or one or more religions in
particular;

Whereas, students participating in the
singing of songs that are religious in theme,
and expressions often related to holidays
that are ‘‘religious in nature, also enjoy
legal protection under the state and federal
constitutions;

Whereas, the courts have established a
three-part test for determining if a govern-
ment action violates the establishment of re-
ligion clause of the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution: (1) the govern-
ment action must have a secular (nonreli-
gious) purpose; (2) the government action’s
primary purpose must not be to inhibit or to
advance religion; and (3) there must be no
excessive entanglement between government
and religion; and

Whereas, the United States Supreme Court
has ruled the union-of-church-and-state ban
applies only to circumstances that join a
particular religious denomination and the
state so that the two function in tandem on
an ongoing basis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state
of Utah recognizes the right of public school
students to voluntarily participate in pray-
er, and also in the singing of songs and in ex-
pressions related to holidays that are reli-
gious in nature, in public schools, within
known legal limits of religious expression,
tolerance, civility, and dignity as con-
templated by this nation’s founders. Be it
further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent annually to each student currently en-
rolled in Utah’s public schools, each parent
of a student currently enrolled in Utah’s
public schools, the Utah Parent Teacher As-
sociation, the Utah Education Association,
the Utah State Board of Education, the Utah
State Office of Education, the Utah Associa-
tion of Counties, and the Utah League of Cit-
ies and Towns.

POM-382. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii rel-
ative to providing states with the necessary
funding to implement the goals of the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and other edu-
cation-related programs; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 104

Whereas, the State of Hawaii has long pur-
sued the goal of improving the academic per-
formance of all students, especially those of
minority racial and ethnic backgrounds,
lower economic status, and limited English
proficiency, and those with learning disabil-
ities or challenges; and

Whereas, the State of Hawaii, therefore,
applauds the President of the United States
and Congress for setting the same goals in
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, and em-
phasizing the urgency in closing the achieve-
ment gaps for these students; and

Whereas, the No Child Left Behind Act has
encouraged some needed changes in public
education and was initially accompanied by
relatively large increases in federal funding
for public elementary and secondary edu-
cation; and

Whereas, the increases in federal funding
since the first year of implementation of the
No Child Left Behind Act have been minimal
and insufficient to meet its requirements;
and

Whereas, the federal government has de-
creased funding for programs implementing
the No Child Left Behind Act in fiscal year
2006 by almost $800,000,000, and for overall
public education by $606,000,000, including
cuts of more than $165,000,000 from postsec-
ondary education and over $20,000,000 from
programs for students with disabilities: Now,
therefore, be it
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Resolved, by the Senate of the Twenty-third
Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Ses-
sion of 2006, the House of Representatives con-
curring, That the Hawaii Legislature urges
the President of the United States and
United States Congress to make a serious
commitment to improving the quality of the
nation’s public schools by substantially in-
creasing its funding for implementation of
the No Child Left Behind Act, the Higher
Education Act, the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act, and other education-re-
lated programs; and be it further

Resolved, That the State of Hawaii requests
that in any year that federal funding for
public elementary and secondary education
is decreased, the President, United States
Congress, and the United States Department
of Education create flexibility in No Child
Left Behind Act requirements through the
use of state waivers, exemptions, or other
mechanisms; and be it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to the
President of the United States, the President
Pro Tempore of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, the United States Sec-
retary of Education, and Hawaii’s congres-
sional delegation.

POM-383. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the State of Colorado
relative to requesting the United States Sen-
ate to pass the ‘“‘Stem Cell Research En-
hancement Act of 2005’; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 06-1034

Whereas, In May 2005, by a bipartisan vote
of 238 to 194, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives passed H.R. 810, the ‘“‘Stem Cell
Research Enhancement Act of 2005, and the
bill is currently pending in the United States
Senate; and

Whereas, H.R. 810 would authorize research
using embryonic stem cells only if the stem
cells are derived from human embryos that
have been donated from in-vitro fertilization
clinics, are created for the purpose of fer-
tility treatment, and are in excess of the
clinical need of the individuals seeking such
treatment; and

Whereas, H.R. 810 would further require
that it be determined that the human em-
bryos used for research are ones that would
never be implanted in a woman and would
otherwise be discarded, and that the individ-
uals donating the human embryos give writ-
ten, informed consent to the donation and do
not receive any financial or other induce-
ments to make the donation; and

Whereas, Stem cell research offers the op-
portunity to discover cures and treatments
for diseases such as Parkinson’s, Alz-
heimer’s, ALS, diabetes, spinal cord injury,
and many others; and

Whereas, We have a responsibility to en-
sure that this research proceeds with ethical
safeguards and strict guidelines, and, by per-
mitting research only on excess embryos cre-
ated in the in-vitro fertilization process and
establishing a clear, voluntary consent proc-
ess for donors, H.R 810 meets this responsi-
bility; and

Whereas, Senator Bill Frist, Senate Major-
ity leader, noted, ‘“While human embryonic
stem cell research is still at a very early
stage, the limitations put in place in 2001
will, over time, slow our ability to bring po-
tential new treatments for certain diseases.
Therefore, I believe the President’s policy
should be modified”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of
the Sixty-fifth General Assembly of the State of
Colorado, the Senate concurring herein; That
the General Assembly of the state of Colo-
rado requests the United States Senate to
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move expeditiously to pass H.R. 810 and
urges all members of the United States Sen-
ate to vote in favor of H.R. 810; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolu-
tion be sent to the President and Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States, the Majority and
Minority Leaders of the Senate, the Colorado
Senate delegation.

POM-384. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Utah relative to
supporting Utah Highway Patrol use of white
crosses as roadside memorials; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 4

Whereas, since the creation of the Utah
Highway Patrol in 1935, 14 Highway Patrol
officers have been Kkilled in the line of duty;

Whereas, the 14 Utah Highway Patrolmen
who have been killed in the line of duty are
Patrolman George “Ed” VanWagenen and
Troopers Armond A. “Monty”’ Luke, George
Dee Rees, Charles D. Warren, John R. Winn,
William J. Antoniewicz, Robert B.
Hutchings, Ray Lynn Pierson, Daniel W.
Harris, Joseph ‘“‘Joey’’ S. Brumett III, Dennis
“Dee”” Lund, Doyle R. Thorne, Randy K.
Ingram, and Thomas S. Rettberg;

Whereas, for the families of these officers
who have paid the ultimate price for their
service, there is often very little that can be
done to stem the tide of their grief and suf-
fering, or to help them move on with their
lives;

Whereas, the families of these officers
killed in the line of duty have been involved
in, and have supported, the creation of road-
side memorials that are placed near the loca-
tion of the incidents that caused the deaths
of their loved ones;

Whereas, each memorial represents a Utah
Highway Patrol officer who died in the line
of duty and service to the state of Utah and
its citizens;

Whereas, a white cross has become widely
accepted as a symbol of a death, and not a
religious symbol, when placed along a high-
way;

Whereas, the memorials remind the citi-
zens of Utah and this nation of the price that
is too often paid for safety and freedom;

Whereas, the memorials also console the
family members left behind, who too often
consist of young mothers and young chil-
dren;

Whereas, the primary feature of the memo-
rials is a white cross, which was never in-
tended as a religious symbol, but as a symbol
of the sacrifice made by these highway pa-
trol officers;

Whereas, the beehive emblem, which is
also the official state emblem, is attached to
the cross because the emblem is worn as part
of the official Utah Highway Patrol uniform;

Whereas, the purchase and placement of
these memorials has been accomplished with
private funds only; and

Whereas, given the heartfelt yet non-
sectarian intentions of the memorials, re-
moving or tampering with them would clear-
ly convey an absence of concern, respect, and
recognition of the sacrifices made by these
officer and their families: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state
of Utah, the Governor concurring therein,
express support for the Utah Highway Pa-
trol’s use of white crosses, or other appro-
priate symbols as requested by the family, as
roadside memorials as a means to pay trib-
ute to the heroes from the ranks of the Utah
Highway Patrol who have fallen and to their
families; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be
sent to the surviving spouse or nearest rel-
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ative of each Utah Highway Patrol Officer
who has been killed in the line of duty and
service to the citizens of Utah, the Utah
Highway Patrol, and the Utah Highway Pa-
trol Association.

POM-385. A concurrent memorial adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Arizona relative to au-
thorizing funding for the Navajo Health
Foundation/Sage Memorial Hospital; to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL NO. 2002
Your memorialist respectfully represents:
Whereas, the Navajo Nation finds that the

lack of appropriations by the United States
Congress for full funding of the Navajo
Health Foundation/Sage Memorial Hospital,
Inc. contract severely and negatively im-
pacts the delivery of health care services to
Navajo recipients of health care services.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring, prays:

1. That the United States Congress author-
ize and rebudget contract health care service
funds appropriated to the Navajo Area In-
dian Health Service into hospital and clinic
budgeted funds to fully fund the P.L. 93-638
contract with the Navajo Health Foundation/
Sage Memorial Hospital.

2. That the Secretary of State of the State
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial
to the President of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of United States House of Rep-
resentatives, the United States Secretary of
Health and Human Services and each Mem-
ber of Congress from the State of Arizona.

POM-386. A concurrent memorial adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Arizona relative to per-
manently repealing the death tax, dissolving
United States Membership in the United Na-
tions, and removing specific areas relating
to faith from the jurisdiction of the United
States Supreme Court; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL NoO. 2011

Whereas, under tax vrelief legislation
passed in 2001, the death tax was temporarily
phased out but not permanently eliminated;
and

Whereas, farmers and other small business
owners will face losing their farms and busi-
nesses if the federal government resumes the
heavy taxation of citizens at death; and

Whereas, this is a tax that is particularly
damaging to families who are working their
way up the ladder and trying to accumulate
wealth for the first time; and

Whereas, employees suffer layoffs when
small and medium businesses are liquidated
to pay death taxes; and

Whereas, if the death tax had been repealed
in 1996, the United States economy would
have realized billions of dollars of extra out-
put each year and an average of 145,000 addi-
tional new jobs would have been created; and

Whereas, having repeatedly passed in the
United States House of Representatives and
Senate, repeal of the death tax holds wide bi-
partisan support.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring, prays:

That the Congress of the United States im-
mediately and permanently repeal the death
tax.

Your memorialist respectfully represents:

Whereas, the United States of America be-
came an independent, sovereign nation for
the reasons expressed in the Declaration of
Independence and as the result of a bloody
war to achieve its independence: and

Whereas, the Constitution of the United
States of America is, and rightfully must re-
main, the Supreme Law of the Land; and
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Whereas, the Constitution of the United
States of America provides for limited, non-
delegable and diffused powers of govern-
ments that are separated among the Con-
gress, the President and the judiciary and
that preserve the powers and duties of the
individual states and the people; and

Whereas, the Constitution of the United
States of America guarantees personal lib-
erties of each individual citizen; and

Whereas, the Charter of the United Nations
purports to supersede the independence and
sovereignty of the United States and the
Constitution of the United States of America
and to usurp powers delegated in the Con-
stitution by:

1. Concentrating in the United Nations Se-
curity Council control and use of certain
American military personnel and the mili-
tary personnel of all member nations for its
own purposes without any accountability
and in violation of the exclusive power of the
United States Congress to declare war.

2. Seeking authority to tax citizens of the
United States and other member nations di-
rectly to support United Nations activities.

3. Sponsoring and extending to all nations,
whether signatories or not, an International
Criminal Court that violates the rights of
the accused as well as the Constitution of
the United States and the Bill of Rights; and

Whereas, the oil-for-food effort in Iraq has
been a global scandal that has enriched Sad-
dam Hussein and his inner circle, leaving the
Iraqi people further deprived, and has further
enabled him to acquire arms and munitions
that have been used against United States
forces, all having occurred while under the
supervision of the United Nations; and

Whereas, Congressman Ron Paul of Texas
has introduced a bill in Congress that is
known as the American Sovereignty Res-
toration Act of 2005. This important legisla-
tion, H.R. 1146, would end the membership of
the United States in the United Nations; and

Whereas, the only benefit to the United
States of America to belong to the United
Nations is that we have veto authority on
the Security Council to protect our allies,
such as the Nation of Israel; and

Whereas, H.R. 1146 would repeal the United
Nations Participation Act of 1945, the United
Nations Headquarters Agreement Act and
various other related laws. The bill would
prevent the authorization of further monies
for United Nations military operations and
would terminate the participation of the
United States in TUnited Nations peace-
keeping operations; and

Whereas, the Constitution and bylaws of
the United Nations frequently conflict with
the Constitution and laws of the United
States. Over the years, past presidents have
unconstitutionally transferred their author-
ity to United Nations commanders without
the consent of Congress; and

Whereas, the enactment of H.R. 1146, the
American Sovereignty Restoration Act of
2005, would end the usurpation of American
powers by the United Nations and would re-
affirm the sovereignty of the United States.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring, prays:

That upon such time that the United
States of America ceases to use its veto au-
thority on the United Nations Security
Council to protect Israel, the Congress of the
United States take immediate steps to en-
sure the passage of H.R. 1146, the American
Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2005, and
take any other measures necessary to dis-
solve the membership of the United States in
the United Nations.

Your memorialist also respectfully rep-
resents:

Whereas, on June 27, 2005, the United
States Supreme Court, in two razor thin ma-
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jorities of 54 concluded that it is consistent
with the First Amendment to display the
Ten Commandments in an outdoor public
square in Texas, but not on the courthouse
walls of two counties in Kentucky; and

Whereas, many Americans are deeply puz-
zled as to how the Court could produce two
opposite results involving the same Ten
Commandments; and

Whereas, it is appropriate to observe that,
based on the Kentucky decision, it is accept-
able to display the Ten Commandments in a
county courthouse, provided you do not be-
lieve in God; and

Whereas. Justice Scalia, in the Kentucky
case, used these words to emphasize the im-
portance of the Ten Commandments to most
Americans: ‘“The three most popular reli-
gions in the United States, Christianity, Ju-
daism and Islam—which combined account
for 97.7% of all believers—are monotheistic
. . . [a]ll of them, moreover (Islam included),
believe that the Ten Commandments were
given by God to Moses, and are divine pre-
scriptions for a virtuous life’’; and

Whereas, very recent polling data by a
major Washington, D.C. paper revealed that
a huge majority of the American people sup-
ports posting the Ten Commandments; and

Whereas, S520 and HR1070 are bills that
would allow the display of the Command-
ments in public places in America. The oper-
ative language provides: ‘. . . [t]Jhe Supreme
Court shall not have jurisdiction to review,
by appeal, writ of certiorari, or otherwise,
any matter to the extent that relief is
sought against an entity of Federal, State,
or local government, or against an officer or
agent of Federal, State, or local government
(whether or not acting in official or personal
capacity), concerning that entity’s, officer’s,
or agent’s acknowledgment of God as the
sovereign source of law, liberty, or govern-
ment’’; and

Whereas, hearings were held on the same
language in June 2004 in the Constitution,
Civil Rights and Property Rights Sub-
committee of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. Hearings were also held on this lan-
guage in September 2004 in the Courts Sub-
committee of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee: and

Whereas, former Chief Justice Rehnquist,
in the Texas case, used the following words
to describe the obvious duplicity of the
United States Supreme Court in telling local
governments in America that they may not
display the Ten Commandments in local
buildings in their communities while at the
same time allowing the Ten Commandments
to be present on the building housing the
United States Supreme Court: ‘‘Since 1935,
Moses has stood, holding two tablets that re-
veal portions of the Ten Commandments
written in Hebrew, among other lawgivers in
the south frieze. Representations of the Ten
Commandments adorn the metal gates lining
the north and south sides of the Courtroom
as well as the doors leading into the Court-
room. Moses also sits on the exterior east fa-
cade of the building holding the Ten Com-
mandments tablets.”’; and

Whereas, the Kentucky decision will be
used by litigants who want to remove God
from the public square in America. Sooner or
later, this effort will take place in our
states. Reports have indicated that efforts to
remove the Ten Commandments from public
buildings or public parks are now underway
in at least twenty-five different places in
America.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring, prays:

That the United States Congress adopt
S520 and HR1070, and in so doing, protect the
ability of the people of this state and nation
to display the Ten Commandments in public
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buildings, to express their faith in public, to
retain God in the Pledge of Allegiance and in
the national motto, and to use article III,
section 2.2, United States Comnstitution, to
remove these areas from the jurisdiction of
the United States Supreme Court.

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the
Senate concurring, prays:

That the Secretary of State of the State of
Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial to
the President of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives and each Member of Con-
gress from the State of Arizona.

POM-387. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the State of Michigan relative to making
the Republic of Poland eligible for the
United States Department of State Visa
Waiver Program; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

HOUSE RESOLUTION 269

Whereas, The Republic of Poland is a free,
democratic, and independent nation. The fall
of the Berlin Wall in 1989 paved the way for
Poland to break free from Soviet control and
pursue its own destiny. In 1999, the United
States and the Republic of Poland became
formal allies when Poland was granted mem-
bership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation. Since that historic occasion, the Re-
public of Poland has proven to be an indis-
pensable ally in the global campaign against
terrorism. Poland actively participated in
Operation Iraqi Freedom and the Iraqi recon-
struction mission, shedding blood along with
American military personnel; and

Whereas, From the beginning of Poland’s
new independence, the Polish people have ex-
pressed their wishes for close ties with
America. On April 15, 1991, the Republic of
Poland unilaterally repealed the visa obliga-
tion for United States citizens traveling to
Poland. The United States has not recip-
rocated this gesture. Our Department of
State’s Visa Waiver Program currently al-
lows citizens from 27 countries to travel to
the United States for tourism or business for
up to 90 days without first obtaining visas
for entry. The countries that currently par-
ticipate in the Visa Waiver Program include
Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Brunei, Denmark, Finland, France, Ger-
many, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liech-
tenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, the Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, San
Marino, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom; and

Whereas, the President of the United
States and other high ranking officials have
rightly described Poland as ‘‘one of our clos-
est friends.” After emerging from five dec-
ades of foreign domination, the people of Po-
land have made great strides in building a
free and prosperous nation to stand by Amer-
ica’s side in the great struggle of our day. It
is appropriate that the Republic of Poland be
made eligible for the United States Depart-
ment of State Visa Waiver Program: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the President of the
United States and the United States Con-
gress to make the Republic of Poland eligi-
ble for the United States Department of
State Visa Waiver Program; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, the President of the United States
Senate, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, the members of
the Michigan congressional delegation, and
the Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to
the United States of America.

POM-388. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the Commonwealth
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of Massachusetts relative to affirming the
civil rights and liberties of the people of
Massachusetts; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.
SENATE RESOLUTION

Whereas, the struggle to establish democ-
racy and secure the rights and liberties of
Americans began in Massachusetts; and

Whereas, the Declaration of Rights of the
inhabitants of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts was the first enumeration of the
civil rights and liberties of Americans, pro-
vided a model for the United States Con-
stitution and its Bill of Rights, and con-
tinues to serve the Citizens of the Common-
wealth; and

Whereas, every duly elected public official
in Massachusetts has sworn to uphold the
Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of the Commonwealth; and

Whereas, in response to the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001, the United
States Congress passed, without public hear-
ings and with little debate, the USA PA-
TRIOT Act (Public Law 107-56), provisions of
which threaten the fundamental rights and
liberties of citizens and non-citizens; and

Whereas, through executive orders,
changes in procedures, and other actions, the
United States Department of Justice has
adopted practices which infringe upon the
rights and liberties of citizens and non-citi-
zens; and

Whereas, fifty-three Massachusetts cities
and towns and more than 400 cities and
towns across the United States have passed
resolutions that affirm their support for our
fundamental freedoms and that state their
opposition to provisions of the USA Patriot
Act and the practices of the United States
Department of Justice; and

Whereas, on November 2, 2004, in the 9
State legislative districts where it appeared
on the ballot, voters approved, by over-
whelming margins, a referendum question
requesting legislators to support a Massa-
chusetts resolution asserting that the cam-
paign against terrorism should not be waged
at the expense of civil rights and liberties,
and to support legislation barring the use of
State resources for racial and religious
profiling, for secret investigations without
reasonable grounds, and for maintaining files
on individuals and organizations without
reasonable suspicion of criminal conduct;
and

Whereas, the States of Alaska, Hawaii,
Vermont, Maine, Montana, Idaho and Colo-
rado have passed resolutions opposing provi-
sions of the USA PATRIOT Act and Federal
practices which threaten our civil liberties;
and

Whereas, in recent testimony and through
legislative initiatives, the United States De-
partment of Justice has indicated an inten-
tion to seek even greater powers of surveil-
lance, investigation and prosecution; now
there be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts State
Senate hereby affirms the rights and lib-
erties of the people of Massachusetts and our
system of checks and balances as specified in
the United States Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, and the Constitution of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts; and be it further

Resolved, That the Massachusetts State
Senate hereby affirms that measures taken
to protect our local and national security
must be guided by and must respect prin-
ciples of American liberty and the rights of
persons as enshrined in the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the
United States Constitution and the Bill of
Rights; and be it further

Resolved, That the Massachusetts State
Senate hereby requests that the State and
local law enforcement authorities refrain
from actions that impinge and infringe upon
and violate constitutional rights, such as ra-
cial and vreligious profiling, conducting
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warrantless searches and maintaining files
on individuals and organizations without
reasonable suspicion of criminal conduct;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Massachusetts State
Senate hereby urges the United States Con-
gress to allow to sunset, to repeal or to
amend those sections of the USA PATRIOT
Act which allow the executive branch to in-
fringe upon the rights and liberties of per-
sons as specified in the United States Con-
stitution, the Bill of Rights and the Con-
stitution of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, and to oppose any additional legisla-
tion that would infringe upon these rights
and liberties; and be it further

Resolved, That the Massachusetts State
Senate hereby urges the United States De-
partment of Justice and other Federal agen-
cies and departments to refrain from any in-
vestigations, procedures or prosecutions
which infringe upon the liberties of persons
as specified in the United States Constitu-
tion, the Bill of Rights and the Constitution
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or
which single out individuals for legal scru-
tiny or enforcement activity based upon
their race, religion, ethnicity or country of
origin; and be it further

Resolved, That the Massachusetts State
Senate hereby urges the United States Con-
gress to exercise its constitutionally nec-
essary and proper oversight responsibilities
relative to the operations and actions of the
Departments of Defense and Justice, the Na-
tional Security Agency and the Central In-
telligence Agency that may adversely affect
and impinge upon civil rights and liberties,
and to ensure the publication of its findings;
and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions
be transmitted forthwith by the Clerk of the
Senate to the Honorable George W. Bush,
President of the United States; to Alberto
Gonzales, Attorney General of the United
States; and to Michael J. Sullivan, United
States Attorney for Massachusetts; and be it
further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions
shall be transmitted to United States Sen-
ators Edward Kennedy and John Kerry, Con-
gressmen Michael Capuano, William
Delahunt, Barney Frank, Stephen Lynch,
Edward Markey, James McGovern, Marty
Meehan, Richard Neal, John Olver and John
Tierney, Massachusetts Governor Mitt Rom-
ney, Massachusetts Attorney General Tom
Reilly, Massachusetts State Police Colonel
Thomas G. Robbins and to all city and town
halls and public libraries within the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

POM-389. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Louisiana relative to passing a constitu-
tional amendment banning the desecration
of the United States flag; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 23

Whereas, during the first session of the
109th Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica, House Joint Resolution 10 was intro-
duced proposing to amend the Constitution
of the United States to authorize the Con-
gress to prohibit the physical desecration of
the flag of the United States; and

Whereas, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives on June 22, 2005, by a vote of
two hundred eighty-six to one hundred thir-
ty, passed the constitutional amendment
prohibiting the physical desecration of the
United States flag; and

Whereas, the United States Senate has
until the end of 2006 to take action upon
House Joint Resolution 10; and

Whereas, since 1995, the United States Sen-
ate has failed to pass five similar constitu-
tional amendments which were previously
passed by the United States House of Rep-
resentatives; and
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Whereas, the United States Senate should
not continue to prevent the individual states
of the United States from having a voice in
whether or not to ratify this constitutional
amendment: Therefore be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Senate to take such actions as are necessary
to pass the proposed constitutional amend-
ment banning the desecration of the United
States flag which was passed by the United
States House of Representatives on June 22,
2005; and be it further.

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the president of the
United States, the secretary of the United
States Senate, the clerk of the United States
House of Representatives, and each member
of the Louisiana delegation to the United
States Congress.

POM-390. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Legis-
lature of the State of Louisiana relative to
taking such actions as are necessary to sup-
port the Marriage Protection Amendment; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

HoOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 235

Whereas, marriage is a sacred institution
that has endured for centuries as the bed-
rock of a healthy and successful family; and

Whereas, the stable and healthy marriage
is the most beneficial circumstance within
which to rear children; and

Whereas, marriage has been reflected his-
torically in the laws of the United States
and of the individual states as the union of
a man and a woman; and

Whereas, in the 2004 Regular Session of the
Louisiana Legislature, Act No. 926 provided
that marriage in this state shall consist only
of the union of one man and one woman; and

Whereas, Act No. 926 of the 2004 Regular
Session was approved by eighty-three per-
cent of the House of Representatives and sev-
enty-nine percent of the Senate; and

Whereas, Act No. 926 of the 2004 Regular
Session was submitted to the voters of Lou-
isiana on September 18, 2004, and was ap-
proved by seventy-eight percent of the vot-
ers; and

Whereas, thirteen other states of the
United States have approved similar con-
stitutional amendments limiting marriage
to the union of one man and one woman; and

Whereas, the protection of marriage is es-
sential to the continued strength of the na-
tion, and it is vital that Congress and the
United States senators from Louisiana vote
to support the Marriage Protection Amend-
ment: Therefore be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress and Senators Mary Landrieu and
David Vitter to take such actions as are nec-
essary to support and vote for the Marriage
Protection Amendment presently pending in
the United States Senate; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each of the United States senators
from Louisiana.

POM-391. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee
relative to the addition of a balanced budget
amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 574

Whereas with each passing year our nation
falls further into debt as federal government
expenditures repeatedly exceed available
revenue; and
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Whereas the federal public debt now stands
at approximately $8.2 trillion, which equates
to $27,600 of debt for every man, woman, and
child in America; and

Whereas the annual federal budget has
risen to unprecedented levels, demonstrating
an unwillingness or inability of both the leg-
islative and executive branches of federal
government to control the federal debt; and

Whereas fiscal discipline is a powerful
means for strengthening our nation; with a
constitutional provision requiring a federal
balanced budget, less of America’s financial
resources would be channeled into servicing
the national debt and more of our tax dollars
would be available for public endeavors that
reflect our national priorities, such as edu-
cation, health, the security of our nation,
and the creation of jobs; and

Whereas Thomas Jefferson recognized the
importance of a balanced budget when he
wrote: ‘“The question whether one genera-
tion has the right to bind another by the def-
icit it imposes is a question of such con-
sequence as to place it among the funda-
mental principles of government. We should
consider ourselves unauthorized to saddle
posterity with our debts, and morally bound
to pay for them ourselves.”’; and

Whereas state legislatures overwhelmingly
recognize the necessity of maintaining a bal-
anced budget; whether through constitu-
tional requirement or by statute, 49 states
require a balanced budget; and

Whereas in promoting the broadest prin-
ciples of a government of, by, and for the
people, one of the core functions of the
United States Constitution is to enumerate
and limit federal power; and

Whereas the federal government’s unlim-
ited ability to borrow involves decisions of
such magnitude, with such potentially pro-
found consequences for the nation and its
people, today and in the future, that it is an
appropriate subject for limitation by the
United States Constitution; and

Whereas the United States Constitution
vests the ultimate responsibility to approve
or disapprove amendments to the Constitu-
tion with the people of the several states, as
represented by their elected legislatures:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the One Hundred
Fourth General Assembly of the State of Ten-
nessee, the House of Representatives Concur-
ring, that we hereby strongly urge the United
States Congress to propose, adopt, and sub-
mit to the states for ratification an amend-
ment to the United States Constitution re-
quiring a balanced federal budget on an an-
nual basis, except in times of extreme na-
tional emergency; and be it further

Resolved, that an enrolled copy of this reso-
lution be transmitted to the President and
the Secretary of the United States Senate,
the Speaker and the Clerk of the United
States House of Representatives, and each
member of Tennessee’s Congressional delega-
tion.

POM-392. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the General Assembly of the State of
Tennessee relative to the ‘‘Constitution Res-
toration Act of 2005’; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 158

Resolved by the Senate of the One Hundred
Fourth General Assembly of the State of
Tennesee, That through passage of this reso-
lution, this body hereby memorializes the
United Slates Congress to enact S. 520 and
H.R. 1070 of the 109th Congress, which bears
the short title ‘‘Constitution Restoration
Act of 2005, and by enacting such legisla-
tion protect the ability of the people of our
state and nation to:

(1) Display the Ten Commandments in pub-
lic buildings and public places in this state
and nation;
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(2) Express their faith in public;

(3) Retain God in the Pledge of Allegiance;

(4) Retain “In God We Trust” as our na-
tional motto; and

(5) Otherwise acknowledge God as the sov-
ereign source of law, liberty, and govern-
ment in these United States; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That an enrolled copy of this res-
olution be transmitted to the Speaker and
the Clerk of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives; the President and the Sec-
retary of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives; the President and the Sec-
retary of the United States Senate; and to
each member of Tennessee’s delegation to
the United States Congress.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. McCAIN, from the Committee on
Indian Affairs, without amendment:

S. 2464. A Dbill to revise a provision relating
to a repayment obligation of the Fort
McDowell Yavapai Nation under the Fort
McDowell Indian Community Water Rights
Settlement Act of 1990, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 109-284).

By Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with amendments:

S. 2802. A bill to improve American innova-
tion and competitiveness in the global econ-
omy (Rept. No. 109-285).

By Mr. SPECTER, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment:

S. 2703. A bill to amend the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. SHELBY for the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

*James Lambright, of Mississippi, to be
President of the Export-Import Bank of the
United States for a term expiring January
20, 2009.

*Linda Mysliwy Conlin, of New Jersey, to
be First Vice President of the Export-Import
Bank of the United States for a term expir-
ing January 20, 2009.

*J. Joseph Grandmaison, of New Hamp-
shire, to be a Member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Export-Import Bank of the United
States for a term expiring January 20, 2009.

*Geoffrey S. Bacino, of Illinois, to be a Di-
rector of the Federal Housing Finance Board
for a term expiring February 27, 2013.

*Frederic S. Mishkin, of New York, to be a
Member of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System for the unexpired
term of fourteen years from February 1, 2000.

*Edmund C. Moy, of Wisconsin, to be Di-
rector of the Mint for a term of five years.

By Mr. STEVENS for the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

*Andrew B. Steinberg, of Maryland, to be
an Assistant Secretary of Transportation.

*Mark V. Rosenker, of Maryland, to be
Chairman of the National Transportation
Safety Board for a term of two years.

*R. Hunter Biden, of Delaware, to be a
Member of the Reform Board (Amtrak) for a
term of five years.

*Donna R. McLean, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the Reform Board
(Amtrak) for a term of five years.

*John H. Hill, of Indiana, to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration.
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*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Rear Adm. (Ih) Gary T. Blore and ending
with Rear Adm. (Ih) Joel R. Whitehead,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on May 3, 2006.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, for the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation I report favorably the
following nomination list which was
printed in the Record of the date indi-
cated, and ask unanimous consent, to
save the expense of reprinting on the
Executive Calendar that this nomina-
tion lie at the Secretary’s desk for the
information of Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

*National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration nomination beginning
with Philip A. Gruccio and ending with
Jamie S. Wasser, which nominations
were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on
May 24, 2006.

By Mr. ENZI for the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

*Lawrence A. Warder, of Texas, to be Chief
Financial Officer, Department of Education.

*Troy R. Justesen, of Utah, to be Assistant
Secretary for Vocational and Adult Edu-
cation, Department of Education.

*Harry R. Hoglander, of Massachusetts, to
be a Member of the National Mediation
Board for a term expiring July 1, 2008.

*Elizabeth Dougherty, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Member of the National
Mediation Board for a term expiring July 1,
2009.

*Ronald S. Cooper, of Virginia, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission for a term of four
years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BOND:

S. 3685. A bill to establish a grant program
to provide vision care to children, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr. AL-
EXANDER):

S. 3686. A bill to suspend temporarily the
duty on certain AC electric motors; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SMITH (for himself and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 3687. A bill to waive application of the
Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act to a specific parcel of real
property transferred by the United States to
2 Indian tribes in the State of Oregon, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself and Mr.
GRAHAM):

S. 3688. A bill to preserve the Mt. Soledad
Veterans Memorial in San Diego, California,
by providing for the immediate acquisition
of the memorial by the United States; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-13T11:43:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




